Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
 

If you looked on the ground at the ELCA youth gathering in San Antonio, TX and at the Global Mission Event at the University of Massachusetts this past summer you might have seen some 3 1/2 "  green cardboard circles with the words "PICK ME UP"  written on them.  If you did pick one up and looked on the other side you would have read: "BAM! You just picked up a landmine. Thousands of children each year mistake them for toys, and the explosions leave them without arms, legs or eyesight.  Many die.  The U.S. still hasn't signed the Mine Ban Treaty, though more than 140 countries have.  Visit www.lwr.org/advocacy to take action."
 

Sadly, the issue, like millions of buried landmines, won't go away easily.  It is estimated that more than 110 million active mines are still scattered in 68 countries around the world.  It will take hundreds of years and billions of dollars to remove all of the mines.  Anti-personnel mines cost around $30 to manufacture but neutralizing them costs $300 - $1000 each.  
 

Overall African children live on the most mine-plagued continent.  Angola and Mozambique are two land-mine-affected countries in the Southern Africa region where I work as Global Mission regional program assistant.  After 30 years of conflict Angola has millions of landmines scattered throughout its territory making it one of the most heavily mined countries in the world.  Although a peace accord was signed in 2002 landmines still continue to take their toll on the population.  Farmers in many rural communities cannot return to their fields because of landmines. The Lutheran World Federation and Lutheran World Relief along with other organizations are working with the respective governments to raise awareness, train de-mining experts and to fund rehabilitation programs for victims.   
 

The Strategic Plan for Mission in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America entitled Faithfull Yet Changing challenges us to "Step forward as a public church that witnesses boldly to God's love for all that God has created."  I would like to encourage you to learn more about the effects of landmines and become involved in the efforts to ban their use and help the victims. 
 

Thank you for your continued participation in God's Mission locally and globally.  Thank you for your prayers and support for our family and for the church and all God's people in Southern Africa.
 

Yours faithfully,
 

Philip Knutson
ELCA Global Mission
Regional Program Assistant - Southern Africa
Cape Town
October 4, 2006
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

