Letter to Sponsoring Congregations -  March 2005
Dear Friends,

My work as regional representative for the ELCA Division for Global Mission in Southern Africa has taken me to three different countries recently.

This past month I was privileged to visit Mozambique for the first time together with Pastor Benyam Kassahun (DGM Area Program Director for Southern Africa) and several other members of the Joint Mission Board of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique.  The Joint Mission Board normally meets once a year  and is comprised of mission partners from the region (Zimbabwe, Tanzania, South Africa, Botswana) and from the “north.” The purpose of the Joint Mission Board is to find ways to “walk together” with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique.  Each one of the partner churches brings unique gifts and expertise into this relationship.  We are all learning what it means to be in mission together.
The country of Mozambique is located on the southeastern coast of Africa and covers an area of 308 000 square miles with a 1500 mile long coastline.  The warm temperature of the Indian Ocean gives the country a tropical climate.  The population is about 16 million. After years of Portuguese colonial rule and civil war the country faces many development challenges. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique (ELCMoz) was formally established in 1989 and has a membership of about 5000 currently served by 3 pastors.    

The Joint Mission Board met this year in the northern town of Nampula.   The day before the meeting began we were all taken in 4X4 vehicles on a day-long excursion to visit rural congregations in the district.  We were overwhelmed by the difficulties the people face in this area but also by their hospitality, warmth and faith.  At each place we were met with singing and warm words of welcome.  Each church was beautifully decorated with flowers and palm branches.     After the visitors were introduced several members of the congregation spoke about the work of the church and the needs of the community.  Three languages were used for translation. 

The visitation day had a tremendous effect on all the members of the Joint Mission Board - those from the North (Europe and North America)  as well as those from the South (Brazil) and the region.  The Lutheran church in Mozambique faces many serious problems but this visit made us even more aware of the need to listen more carefully and to work much harder at finding ways of being together in mission and of sharing and receiving each other’s gifts.
Presently the ELCA’s Division for Global Mission is providing some funding to assist the ELZMoz with mission outreach, scholarships and support for leadership development.  Working with the Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa and the Joint Mission Board the ELCA seeks closer cooperation with companion churches and church agencies in the region.
Thank you for your continued support for the work of the church in Southern Africa.  Please keep the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique in your prayers. 
Yours faithfully,

Philip Knutson

Cape Town

South Africa
