Dear Friends in Christ, 

As ELCA Global Mission regional program assistant for Southern Africa I recently had the privilege of attending an international conference on prophetic witness, social development and HIV & AIDS sponsored by the Anglican Communion.  The main purpose of the conference was to review the response of the church to the United Nation’s  Millennium Development Goals and especially its impact on women and children. About 450 delegates from all over the world attended the conference including several Lutheran representatives.  
There were 8 days of plenary sessions, seminars, workshops, commissions, Bible studies and regional meetings dealing with a wide variety of issues relating to the theme.  We heard that while there has been progress in some areas much more needs to be done to overcome global poverty and to protect the integrity of creation. 

The MDG’s are eight inter-related targets toward the elimination of extreme poverty by 2015. The goals flow from the Millennium Declaration that was signed by more than 189 countries in 2000. The 8 goals are: 
1. Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger 

2. Achieve Universal Primary Education 

3. Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women 

4. Reduce Child Mortality 

5. Improve Maternal Health 

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases 

7. Ensure Environmental Sustainability 

8. Create a Global Partnership for Development with targets on aid, debt and trade. 


As individuals and as congregations in the United States we can support the ONE Campaign.  ONE: The Campaign to Make Poverty History is an effort to rally Americans – ONE by ONE – to fight global AIDS and extreme poverty. The ONE Campaign advocates for an additional ONE percent of the U.S. budget to address global poverty,  debt relief for the world’s poorest countries to help them meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and making the rules of international trade fair so all may benefit from the global economy.  See www.one.org
I would like to recommend a useful study guide on global poverty and the Millennium Development Goals entitled God’s Mission in the World produced recently by the ELCA Washington Office and The Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations. www.elca.org/advocacy/one
In February this year I was also asked to represent the ELCA at the consecration of Rev. Mashile Matsebatlela as bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa in the Northern Diocese.  Several thousand people attended the service which was held in the stadium of the University of Limpopo.  The ELCA’s Northeastern Ohio Synod has a companion relationship with the ELCSA Northern Diocese.

Once again I would like to thank you for your prayers and support for our family through the ELCA Missionary Sponsorship Program and for your participation in God’s mission locally and globally.

May you have a Blessed Easter.
Yours faithfully,

Pastor Philip Knutson

ELCA Global Mission

Regional Program Assistant – Southern Africa

Cape Town

March 16, 2007

