Dear Friends in Christ,
As regional representative in Southern Africa for the Division for Global Mission of the ELCA I recently had the privilege of meeting with leaders of several of our partner churches in Botswana.
 

This year the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi (ELCM) held its annual partners' meeting in Maun, Botswana at the invitation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Botswana led by Bishop Philip Robinson. Participants at the meeting also included mission partners from Finland, the USA, Sweden, Germany and Tanzania. 
 

In his report Bishop Joseph Bvumbwe of the ELCM spoke with great concern about severe food shortages and possible famine in the region.  Compounding the problem is the HIV and AIDS epidemic.   (Malawi has a tropical climate and is densely populated with a population of 11 million people with an area the size of Pennsylvania. By contrast Botswana is arid and covers an area the size of California and Georgia with a population under 2 million.)   
Bishop Bvumbwe reported that despite the hardships facing the people and churches in Malawi the ELCM is still growing very quickly. The main contributing factor according to the Bishop is the faith and dedication of the lay people of the church.  8 new chapels were built by local congregations and dedicated in 2004.  There are plans to build 10 more in 2005.  With assistance from partner churches the ELCM is training pastors and lay leaders and is engaged in an exciting Adult Literacy-for-Action program mainly involving women.  The ELCM also operates 115 centers for feeding and supporting pre-school children.  Three vehicles are used to provide mobile health clinic services to the centers. 
The Northwest Wisconsin Synod of the ELCA (Bishop Robert Berg)  is in companionship with the ELCM and is very active in supporting various projects of the ELCM. Later this year the Division for Global Mission of the ELCA will be providing a qualified nurse to the ELCM to serve on a two-year contract in health and AIDS ministry. 
Bishop Bvumbwe concluded his report with the following words: "We can only give thanks to our Father in Heaven...Through his grace the ELCM is growing.  Through his power the ELCM is able to do its Mission work for which we are so thankful.  We also thank you as our Partners that you are with us all the way - through your prayers, advice and financial assistance."
 

There is much to be concerned about and much to be thankful for. There is so much we can learn and so much we can do.   Through these companionship relationships we are learning what it means to participate in God's mission together as mission partners - not just as donors and receivers.As one writer put it: "Not all of Africa's problems have their origin in Africa."  That is why for me mission is a process of ongoing and mutual conversion.
 

On a personal note we were saddened this past month by the death of my sister Barbara Knutson (Age 45).  I am thankful I was able to return to the States and spend a few days with her and the rest of the family while she was at St. Mary's Hospital in Rochester, MN.  We give thanks to God for her life and the gift she was to all of us.  
 

Thank you all for your ongoing prayers and support for us a family and for the people and churches in Southern Africa. 
Please continue to support the ELCA's Hunger Appeal and especially the Stand With Africa Campaign. www.standwithafrica.org 
 

Yours faithfully,
Pastor Philip Knutson
Cape Town
South Africa 

