Dear Friends in Mission,
Hoyo-hoyo! means welcome and were the words used in a song to welcome our group by the people of Punguine village in Gaza Province, Mozambique.  We had travelled 3 hours by mini-bus from the capital Maputo via the LWF office in Chokwe to visit the rural community development committee.  Our field visit was led by the experienced local area project coordinator Mr. Jorge Tembe who reminded us that, “The LWF goes where many don’t go!”

The field visit was part of a weeklong regional consultation held in Maputo, Mozambique sponsored by the Lutheran World Federation / Department for World Service (LWF/DWS) based in Geneva, Switzerland.  As ELCA Global Mission regional program assistant for Southern Africa I was asked to represent the ELCA at the conference.  We were about 50 participants from several countries in the Southern Africa region including Mozambique, Malawi, Zambia, Swaziland, Angola and related agencies such as the ELCA, Canadian Lutheran World Relief, Church of Sweden, FinChurchAid and Diakonie based in Germany.

The theme of the consultation was “Diakonia and HIV & AIDS.”  We heard reports from the various country programs and from the related agencies concerning the theme. We shared experiences and perspectives about the role of the church and communities in preventing the spread of HIV & AIDS and caring for people living with and affected by the virus.  The LWF World Service emphasizes a faith- and rights-based integrated approach to emergency relief and development which supports rural and urban communities in ensuring food-security, the promotion of human rights, healthy life-styles, sustainable development and responsible resource and environmental management.   We were reminded that diakonia is 
is part of the calling of all churches and every Christian and that prophetic diakonia, shaped by a theology of the cross, calls things what they really are, speaks truth to power and addresses the root causes of poverty and injustice in such a way that those served and those serving are both transformed. 
The community development committee at Punguine village was comprised mainly of women.  Each person introduced themselves and briefly explained their role in their community such as:  HIV & AIDS activist, school council member, agricultural committee member, water and sanitation committee member and savings and credit committee member.  A member of the committee then boldly asked about the purpose of our visit and what we were bringing.  It was an awkward and revealing moment.  Then Mr. Enos Moyo Coordinator for LWF / World Service in Zambia spoke on behalf of the visitors saying that we were part of a regional consultation and that, having heard about the work of the LWF in Mozambique for over 20 years, we had come to learn from their experience.  We listened to difficult stories about the past floods and recent drought.  We also heard how the HIV & AIDS committee visits households, teaching the importance of HIV testing, caring for orphans, the sick and bereaved and promoting nutritional food gardens.  One committee member said: “With LWF training we are overcoming the stigma that was there before in the village.  We know we have to love and respect those with HIV & AIDS and give hope for the future.”
Thank you for your support for the ELCA World Hunger Fund and Stand with Africa Campaign that help fund the work of the ELCA Global Mission, LWF World Service and companion church programs in Southern Africa.  Thank you for your continuing prayers and support for our family and for your participation in God’s mission locally and globally.

Yours faithfully,

Pastor Philip J. Knutson

ELCA Global Mission, Cape Town, South Africa
June 14, 2007
