Dear Friends in Christ,

On Saturday August 6 I flew to Upington in the north west part of South Africa and then drove 125 miles to the north and across the border into southern Botswana to the village of Bokspits. The occasion was the consecration of the new bishop of the Botswana Diocese, which is one of seven dioceses of the 600,000 member Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa. We were told that this important event would be held in this remote area and not in Gaborone the capital of Botswana in order to be closer to the people of the church who are often overlooked and left out.

For days and weeks the parish prepared for the influx of visitors from all over the region. Our questions about accommodation were needless. We were overwhelmed by the hospitality of the congregation and the community.  Every visitor had a place to sleep which meant that in many homes the family gave up their bedrooms and beds to the visitors.  People in the community also donated food including goats and an ox.  There was more than enough food for everyone.  
I stayed at the home of a local teacher in a neighbouring village.  Although the village is not connected to the national power grid there was electricity in the house provided by a solar panel and hot water for the bath tub on the gas stove.   

Saturday evening there was a Communion service and a sermon delivered by Bishop P. Moila of the Northern Diocese.  On Sunday morning the Consecration Service was led by Presiding Bishop Louis Sibiya.  Bishop A. Moyo of the Lutheran Communion of Southern Africa, Bishop M. Assur of the Cape-Orange Diocese and Rev. C. Moenga bishop-elect of the Evangelical  Lutheran Church of Botswana were also there.  
After the consecration liturgy newly consecrated Bishop Joseph Ramashapa delivered the sermon based on Luke 4: 18-19.  He said he wanted to start his ministry as bishop with the same words Jesus used when starting his ministry.  He stressed the importance of promoting reconciliation between Lutherans in Botswana and ministering to those infected and affected by HIV and AIDS in a country with one of the highest infection rates in Africa.
There were a number of local choirs that sang both traditional European and locally inspired music. During the service I was privileged to bring a greeting to the new bishop and the congregation on behalf of the ELCA and to read a letter from the Division for Global Mission signed by the Executive Director Pastor Rafael Malpica-Padilla.
After the service everyone enjoyed the feast and the fellowship but as we said our goodbyes we left with mixed feelings as many of us wondered how our generous hosts would manage in the months ahead as they face so many social and economic hardships.

In the past the ELCA Division for Global Mission has related to the Botswana Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Botswana through the offices of the Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa (LUCSA).  Currently we are in conversations with both churches to find ways of relating more directly and for ways which will support both churches as they work for reconciliation and cooperation.
Many people here in South Africa have expressed their shock and concern after hearing about and seeing television coverage of the devastation of Hurricane Katrina on New Orleans and the surrounding area.  

Thank you for your prayers and ongoing support for the mission of the church in Southern Africa.  
Yours faithfully,
Pastor Philip Knutson
ELCA DGM Program Assistant for Southern Africa
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