Dear Friends in Christ,
The primary theme of Advent is hope as we take time to reflect on why and how God comes into the world and into our lives.

I am very excited to see that the ELCA is committed to developing a comprehensive HIV & AIDS policy over the next two years and really appreciate the decision to focus attention on this world-wide pandemic through the Advent devotional calendar: Keep the Promise: Advent in a Time of AIDS .  

As you know, Sub-Saharan Africa and particularly Southern Africa have been most affected by HIV & AIDS.  The impact of HIV & AIDS continues to grow and challenge individuals, families, communities, churches and governments to work together to care for those infected and affected, to overcome stigma and stop the spread of the disease.  

Through ELCA Global Mission programs and mission personnel, the ELCA Hunger Appeal, the Stand with Africa campaign and the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) we are deeply involved, together with local companion churches, in 10 Southern African countries in the struggle against HIV & AIDS.
In the Central Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa in the heart of Soweto, Johannesburg the Diaconia AIDS Ministry is working with two large support groups of People Living With AIDS.  The groups meet each week for mutual support and advice, to receive nutritious food parcels and to participate in several skills training and income generating projects.  
Ms. Christiana Metzger has just arrived as an ELCA Global Mission volunteer and will be serving for two years with the Diaconia AIDS Ministry.
The Lutheran Communion of Southern Africa (LUCSA) is the LWF coordinating body for 17 member Lutheran churches from 10 different countries in the region.  LUCSA is committed to supporting member churches by providing HIV & AIDS training for church leaders, theological seminaries, pastors, home-based caregivers and youth.  The Info-Hut project reaches out to young people in schools using a refurbished shipping container equipped with computers for teaching teenagers computer skills and all about HIV & AIDS. 
Ms. Paul Powell is an ELCA Global Mission volunteer about to start her second year serving in LUCSA. 
Last year I travelled to Zimbabwe with Dr. Mamy Ranaivoson (ELCA Global Mission Health Consultant) and met Sister Beatrice Moyo, Programme Coordinator of Betseranai Community Based Care Organization in the town of Musume.  We toured the facilities and saw the newly constructed Voluntary Counselling and Testing (VCT) center and a pick-up vehicle purchased with assistance from the ELCA. We were greeted with singing and then met under a tree with staff and home-based caregivers.  Several of the caregivers were very open about their HIV-positive status and gave personal testimonies.   We brought greetings from the ELCA and were given T-shirts and hope as parting gifts.

Regarding our family, Lou-Marie continues to teach high school science.  Lindiwe is completing her Bachelor of Social Science degree at the University of Cape Town and will continue with an LLB (Law) program next year.  Thandiwe is graduating from high school this year and will start with a Bachelor of Science degree in February 2008.  I continue to travel in the region visiting Companion Churches, ELCA mission personnel and LWF projects as ELCA Global Mission Regional Program Assistant.  
With these words I would like to express our sincere appreciation for your prayers, involvement in and support for God’s Mission locally and globally and for supporting us through the ELCA Missionary Sponsorship Program.  

May you have a blessed and hope-filled Advent and Christmas.

Yours faithfully,

Philip Knutson

ELCA Global Mission

Regional Program Assistant – Southern Africa

Cape Town
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