‘ Cross of Christ Ne_ws_‘

A Note from Pastor Sherry February 2009

THANK YOU! Paul often began his letters giving
thanks to the congregation or people in minis-
try...and | would like to do the same. THANK
YOU for a wonderful annual meeting. The atten-
dance was great, your voices were heard, and
your concern for our ministry, benevolence and
means to do ministry were truly helpful. The
council is working toward responding to your con-
cerns and as the new council met on Monday af-
ter the annual meeting, we learned that perhaps
we need some new goals and mission. What a
great help the congregation is in visioning and in
moving Cross of Christ forward in ministry and
outreach. To serve is the command of Christ.

THANK YOQOU for our outgoing council members:
Bill Yingling served on the Management Team.
We pray that he continues his ministry with the
team as he worked diligently and we need that!
You can also see Bill active in all areas of our
congregation and his input was needed on our
council for the past three years.

THANK YOU to David Chaveriat, who also
served on the Management Team this past year.
David has also served as our Vice President of
Council. David held us accountable to our deci-
sions on council for the congregation and asked
questions that demanded a lot of thought in mov-
ing forward. As you may have heard, the Chave-
riat’s will be moving the Shanghai, China. Both
David and Evelyn will be teaching at a Lutheran
School and as you know the ministry that they
have done here, imagine what they will do in
China! We will celebrate their ministry here and
abroad as David has promised that they will re-
tum to Petoskey! David and Evelyn and Joy will
be leaving this August.

THANK YOU to Marilynn Smith, our congrega-
tion’s president. She led us through a year when
the United States economy was so distressed.
She kept us on task! You can see Marilynn work-
ing hard on Management team. She will continue
to lead our congregation as she and Stan have
since its very beginning and she still has one
more year to serve on council.

THANK YOU to the entire congregation! Your
faithfulness in participating in fellowship events,
Bible Studies, Youth groups, Elderberries, and all
of the special services giving thanks to God, in-
creases my blessings. Truly it is a blessing to
serve with you and to serve you. You challenge
me, encourage me, and pray with me. For you
all | do give great thanks to God that we are in
this ministry of serving and sharing the Gospel
together!

The annual meeting held in January was a won-
derful meeting. | learned of your creativity and
your concerns. Your suggestions were for the
building up of the Kingdom of God and | felt re-
newed and energized. Your vision of keeping
Christ at the center of all things permeates every
decision that you made. In our differences, you
are able to see what keeps us together and that
allows our worship experience to be lifted. Thank
you! You are a blessing!

In Christ,

Pastor Stherny

PastorSherry@sbcglobal.net

Readings and Lessons
for the month of Feburary 2009

Feb. 1:

Deut 18:15-20, 1 Cor 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28
Feb. 8:

Isa 40:21-31, 1 Cor 9:16-23, Mark 1:29-39
Feb. 15:

2 Kings 5:1-14, 1 Cor 9:24-27, Mark 1:40-45
Feb. 22: Transfiguration of Our Lord
2 Kings 2:1-12, 2 Cor 4:3-6, Mark 9:2-9

Feb. 25: Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 (or Isa 58:1-12),
2 Cor 5:20b—6:10, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
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dhank you:

From Northwest Michigan Habitat for Humanity: (excerpt dated 12/10/08)

“On behalf of the Northwest Michigan Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors and Partner fami-
lies | would like to thank you for the donation of $2635.68.

We are pleased that Christy Cruz and her children moved into their new Springbrook Hills home
Thanksgiving week. It is our hope that the Daniel Kirby family will be in their home from Christ-
mas.”

From Christy Cruz:
1 Thessalonians 3:9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the
presence of our God because of you.

Each time | walk through the door of our new home it warms my heart. So many hands, so many
nails, so many prayers were put on this house. My heart is full and words alone cannot express
how | feel.

Many people worked on our house. Not just physical labor, but many supplied food, drinks, and
prayers. We are blessed to have been chosen to partner with Habitat and the Church Hammers.
My relationship with Him has grown, and well as developing new friendships that will last a life-
time.

Hebrews 3:3 The builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.

| am humbled by the kindness everyone has shown. Each brick, each board, each nail has a story
of the person that touched it. What were they thinking? What was their prayer? Do they know they
will be in our hearts forever?

Please accept this as our thanks. You all mean so much to us. We now have a place to call
home. A place to make memories, and a place where my children will grow. A stable environ-
ment. A place to plant a tree one day my grandchildren will climb on. This is not just a new house,
it's a new beginning. And for that, we thank you.

Phillipians 1:3 | thank my God every time | remember you.
Your sister in Christ,

Christy Cruz
WANTED!
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Give me an S!
Our Sunday School is need of Give me an O!

teachers for February and March. Give me a U!

See Vicki Morgan (548-5091) for Give me a P!

topics and lesson plans. Commit Put it together: SOUP!
for as few or as many Sundays as ||Bring in Soup for Brother’s Dan’s Food Pantry.

you would like.
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SNOWSHOE EVENT:
FEBRUARY 1ST

Fresh Air, Food, and Fun: Snowshoe, Potluck, & Games Event

Snowshoeing starts at 3:00 p.m. at the North Central Michigan College Natural Area. A
potluck and games at the church follows. You're welcome to either snowshoe, come to the
potluck, play games, or do all three. Dinner will start around 4:45 p.m. Need snowshoes?
Some snowshoes for adults and children are available to borrow. Contact Melissa @ 881-
2387.

PEACE AMONG GOD’S CREATION
A note from Joe Palm

If you are on your computer and surfing the web, consider stopping by at CharityUSA.com
where you can provide food for hungry humans or abused animals, help rescue rainfor-
ests, increase literacy and more. All this with just a mouse click at no cost to you.

COLLECTION REMINDERS: We are collecting the following items:
O Pop can tabs for assisting the McDonald House
Q Campbells UPCs/Lids for assisting Shepherd’s Ministries (a program which helps
those with developmental disabilities—see example notice on bulletin board)
O Oleson’s receipts for Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
U Returnable cans and bottles for the Youth
U Used household batteries for recycling
Q Soup for Brother Dan’s Food Pantry

Did you know that the UPCs and bottle caps of Campbell’'s products can be donated
to help individuals with cognitive/mental impairments obtain needed materials like
specialty vans, etc? If you didn't know that, now is the time to start collecting them.
Next time you purchase a Campbell's product, save the proofs of purchases/
barcodes, and drop them off at the church. Kris Olsen is collecting them for Shep-
herds Baptist Ministries. Shepherds Baptist Ministries is a non-profit organization
existing for the purpose of glorifying God by assisting qualified individuals with men-
tal disabilities to reach their potential for growth and training others to minister in a
similar way.

Visit http://www.shepherdsministries.org/giving/campbells.htm and
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/eligible_products.asp
for more details and eligible product listings.

“Singles For Christ”
Are you single and over the age of 40? Zion Lutheran supports a program called “Singles for
Christ” once a month. There is more information, including who to RSVP to, located on our bulle-
tin board. Check it out!
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Council News:

COUNCIL MEETING ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH AT 7 PM

Council members are asked to contact Betty High if they cannot attend in order to be excused.
You can reach Betty at 347-6726 or at betty@hitech4you.com The congregation is invited to at-
tend the council meetings each month. They are open sessions and we welcome visitors. If you
would like to add to the agenda, please contact Bryan Young at 439-9237.

Council and Congregation Council Members
Term Expires Jan 2010:
Trudy Day 348-5834

We welcome our new council mem- Marilynn Smith 622-4833

bers (2009-2012): Marla Hofmann, Dean Tahtinen 535-2615
Ernst Rusche, and Bryan Young. Term Expires Jan 2011:

Jim Armstrong 347-1784
We thank Bill Yingling and David Vicki Morgan 548-5091
Chaveriat for their service on council , Joe Palm 347-2827
from 2006-2009. Term Expires Jan 2012:

Marla Hofmann 347-5073
Ernst Rusche 347-2108
Bryan Young 439-9237

OFFICE NEWS

Missing the large publish year on the back of your new directory? The year is now listed on the
front cover.

Church office related items (newsletter/bulletin submissions, returned forms, re-usable bulletins,
etc.) should be placed into one of the following mailboxes: Bulletin Submissions, Newsletter
Submissions, or Secretary. They are all located on the bottom level of the mailboxes for your
convenience.

Submission Deadlines:
" Newsletter: Hard copy submissions: 10th of prior month

Newsletter: Electronic submissions: (disk or email): 15th of prior month
Bulletin Announcements: 11 am Monday before
Web Page: 1 week in advance of desired publish date.

Secretary Hours:

Monday, Tuesday 9—noon The church office will be closed Friday,
Thursday 10-noon Feb. 6th as both Tricia and Pastor will
Friday 9—11am. be out of town. Please contact Bryan

Pastor’s office hours: Young (439-9237) or Jean Smith (547-
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 7378) for emergencies.

9—noon and by appointment (347-5448)

Cross of Christ News I Page |
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC

Z%;;E‘“'}Z‘ Tuesday, February 24th is Shrove Tuesday. Please join us for a pancake supper,
beginning at 5:30 p.m. Do you have questions? Would you like to volunteer to help?
Contact DeWayne Cox at 526-6126.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

Wednesday, February 25 at Emmanuel Episcopal Church at 7 p.m. The choirs will combine their
efforts to enhance our experience as we enter into the somber season of Lent. Pastor Sherry will
be preaching. If you have never been able to attend an Ash Wednesday Service try to make the
commitment for this evening. It is a time of reflection and confession. A time to remember that
only through our Savior are we cleansed from our sinful nature and brought into new life...it is an
experience of the awareness of mortality and the new life offered to us by the risen Christ. Come
and Worship.

ALTAR GUILD
Altar Team Training Sunday, Feb. 8 between services. Open to all who currently serve on the
altar team (share your knowledge and learn something new) and any who may be interested in

becoming a volunteer. Questions? Contact JoAnn Wilder 348-9857.

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH

Remember to sign up for the events near the
office or by emailing the church at
crossofc@sbcglobal.net

= February 1: plan to go on the snowshoeing
and potluck extravaganza! Look in the
newsletter for more details!

= Sunday, February 15: beginning at 1:30 -3
p.m. meet at the church for a snowday!
We will build ice sculptures and snow
games (if there is snow!) Come for a fun
Valentine experience and bring a friend.

RSVP to events by signing up on near the of-
fice or by emailing the church at
crossofc@sbcglobal.net

= February 1. plan to go on the snowshoeing
and potluck extravaganza! Look in the
newsletter for more details!

= Sunday, February 15: Make and decorate
cookies for bake sale for Mission Trip.
Meet at the church at 5:30-7 p.m. Join in
the colorful snow decorations! Bring a
friend!

SUNDAY SCHOOL.:

Contact: Vicki Morgan 548-5091

The lessons for the month of February for Sunday School:

1st: Jesus in the Wilderness
15th: Jesus calls disciples

8th: Jesus in the Synagogue
22nd: Jesus and the Children, Two by Two

Teacher needed to carry out the February lessons. Contact me at home 548-5091 or sign up and
collect your lesson materials between services on January 25.

TEACHERS WANTED!

Cross of Christ News
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CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Meets 12:30—1:30 p.m. (TIME CHANGE)

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE CHANGE
Confirmation class will meet on Sundays from 12:30-1:30 (lunch provided). If you would like to vol-
unteer to bring in lunch, you can sign the schedule on Pastor Sherry’s door.

February 1: Split Kingdom of Israel and Judah from the Exile
February 7: NO CONFIRMATION

February 15: Psalms, Wisdom writings

February 22: Wilderness temptations of Jesus

LENT NEWS:

Cross of Christ and Emmanuel Episcopal Church are doing joint Lent observances this year.
There will be Wednesday evening supper information in the bulletins as time gets closer.

BASS LAKE FESTIVAL
Check out the poster on the bulletin board for information. A master copy of the registration form
can be located in the “Local Community Events, Thanks yous, etc.” slot. Please make a copy and
replace the original for others to use.

BOOK GROUP
The Witch of Portobello by Paulo Coelho
How do we find the courage to always be true to ourselves--even if we are unsure of who we are?
That is the central question of international bestselling author Paulo Coelho's profound new work,
The Witch of Portobello. It is the story of a mysterious woman named Athena, told by the many who
knew her well--or hardly at all. Like The Alchemist, The Witch of Portobello is the kind of story that
will transform the way readers think about love, passion, joy, and sacrifice. -HarperCollins Publishers

Come and join the discussion on Thursday, 6-7 p.m. in the upper level fellowship area on February
26.

ADULT FORUM
ADULT FORUM ON SUNDAYS AT 10 am. We are working with the ELCA’s Book of Faith Initiative.
We have studied our experiences with religion, the Bible and faith. We are looking at Lutheran In-
sights and different ways the Bible can be studied and looking at Bible Studies to take with you on
your journey beginning in Exodus, Jeremiah, John, and Romans. BRING YOUR BIBLE TO MAKE
NOTES AND UNDERLINE!

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY meets from 6-7pm in the upper level fellowship area. All are in-
vited and encouraged to invite someone who has never been before. We are reading 2 Corinthians
and the Acts of the Apostles. Bring your Bible and humor, prayers and concerns as we look at the
ministry of Christ long before us and how much we have in common in ministering today.

Cross of Christ News I Page |
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Contact: Susan Hoffman 348-8189
or Tom Olsen 347-1194

The Church Hammers Cookbooks are available for purchase. $15/each. Please see Susan Hoff-
man or stop by the church office to purchase. Plan are in the works for the 2009 build. Watch for
more details as the summer approaches.

The Cruz Family Home Dedication will be held on Thursday, Feb 5 @ 5 p.m. Please mark your cal-
endars for this reward of the Habitat Mission! We are blessed to have such wonderful people in our
communities who give so freely of their time and talents so that families can live and grow in to all
that God has intended! The Cruz address is 05673 Springvale Road. Spread the news!

DEBORAH CIRCLE Contact: Dolores Wehrenberg 535-2942

The ladies of the Deborah Circle meet at Cross of Christ on the third Wednesday of each
month at 1 p.m. All women welcome. Do join us. Contact Dolores Wehrenberg or any of
the circle members (Carol Swender 526-6553, Adele Sjoberg 348-1281, Maggie Frederick
347-0559, Karen Roberts 347-1102) for more information.

THURSDAY FREE LUNCH PROGRAM
By Cyndi Yingling

Take a break from your busy life and help us help others. The sign up sheet is by the office.
It only takes a couple of hours out of a Thursday. If you work, you can provide part of the
meal, drop it off at the church. | will be glad to pick it up. Just call Cyndi at 525-8950.

CRAFT NIGHT
Contact: Tricia Rodgers 347-4287

Crafters of all varieties are invited to join us for Craft Night on the first and third Fridays of each
month beginning at 7 p.m. Bring your craft, a snack if you like, and join us for creativity, fellowship
and fun. In the month of February, we will meet ONLY Feb. 20th. Do you have a craft in mind that
you’d like to try but don’t know how to do? Let Tricia know and maybe she can find a teacher for
you.

ELDERBERRIES
PRESIDENT: Norm Cutshall SECRETARY: Cyndi Yingling
347-2575 525-8950

The February meeting will be at the Perry on Friday the 13th. We will be ordering from the
menu with a business meeting following. Please call Maggie Frederick (347-0559) by the
11th so she will know how many people to make reservations for. All seniors/retirees are in-
vited to join us. Its a new year, try something new. | bet you'll be glad you did.

Cross of Christ News I Page |
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Community Life Ministries
The projected benevolences for our NOISY offerings:

February 2009: support for ELCA World Hunger
March 2009: Lutheran Social Services of Michigan
April 2009: support of Red Cross disaster relief

If you would like to help with other Community Life ministries or have any suggestions for
ministries, please contact Vicki Morgan (548-5091) or Joe Palm (347-2827).

Thanks for your continuing support for these benevolences.

Focus on Visioning
MEETINGS: First Wednesday of each month
Contact: Bryan Young (439-9237)

Thank you all for your input on the Visioning Survey! We received a good sample of our
congregation family, and the comments and suggestions have been reviewed. We are cer-
tainly still accepting surveys, so if you want to fill one out, please do so (place in Bryan
Young’s mail slot). Gary High has been doing a great job of communicating the purpose and
goals of the Visioning Committee during the announcements. As we move forward in 2009,
the committee would like to reinforce the fact that, while there are some small, simple pro-
jects that we can work on now, there is no intention to do any immediate construction
changes or fundraising campaigns! We will continue to meet to discuss the needs of our fa-
cilities, so that there is a well, thought-out plan to follow when we are able to safely move for-
ward. The committee generally meets at 6 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the month.
Watch the calendar and the announcements for official times — all are welcome!

PRAYER CHAIN
We have had requests from a few of our members without e-mail access to be notified of prayer re-
quests via the phone. Tricia is taking names and numbers of those would like to be involved in this
endeavor. lIdeally, we need an “e-mail” person to pair with every one or two “non-e-mail” people to
make sure word gets out in a timely fashion. Drop Tricia a note in the designated “Secretary” mail-
box if you are interested in participating.

SPRING GARAGE SALE
As you sort and organize your home for the new year don't forget about the Annual Cross
of Christ Garage Sale. Your junk may be another's treasure. May will be here sooner than
you think. The church's sale is a great place to donate your lightly or gently used items for
our sale. Please remember if you think it belongs in the trash it probably does! We are
only looking for good condition, working, clean items. That is only one of the ways you can
help. We are also looking for volunteers to help with this effort.

Cross of Christ News I Page |
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FUND STATUS January 2008 Through Dec 2008
GENERAL BENEVOLENCE

FUND FUND PROPERTY FUND MEMORIAL FUND TOTAL
OPENING BAL. 15,076.00 2,601.81 13,828.02 97,241.14 128,746.97
+INCOME  105,600.98 25,902.48 19,172.64 69,471.45 220,147.55
-EXPENSE  109,319.09 23,291.98 19,465.17 3,177.83 155,254.07
ENDING BAL. 11,357.89 5,212.31 13,535.49 163,534.76 193,640.45
2008 CHANGE -3,718.11 2,610.50 -292.53 66,293.62 64,893.48
MORTAGE 201,357.38
BALANCE:
BIRTHDAYS /;W“x WEDDING
x| (7 February:

1st: Nick Tahtinen N P 8th:
2nd: Tom Olsen John & Tina Van de Weghe
3rd: Alana Honaker &
3rd: Shanika Honaker =
4th: Shaye Woldt There is one body and one CO_NGRATULATI_ON_S
5th: Jordan Young Spirit, just as you were to Bill and CyndiYingling
8th: Olivia Avery called to the one hope of whom we missed on
8th: Karen Lewis your calling, one Lord, one December 8th.
10th: Bill Hofmann faith, one baptism, one God
17th: Mary Michelsen and Father of all, who is
18th: Dolores Wehrenberg above all and through all
19th: Shane Brown and in all.
21st: Bill Cusenza - Ephesians 4:4-6

21st: Linda Linari
25th: Preston Kloss

BAPTISM
27th: Samantha Young ANNIVERSARES

February
3rd: Alana Honaker
14th: Everett Betts llI
19th: Gordon Engdahl
21st: Colleen Sarki
23rd: Bryan Young
23rd: Shelby Laser
24th: James Owen
24th: Brent Smith

OH HAPPY DAYS 26th: Lynn Engdanhl
27th: Katie Hofmann

Cross of Christ News I Page |
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Cross of Christ Lutheran
Church, ELCA,

1450 East Mitchell
Petoskey, MI 49770

Phone: 231-347-5448

Email: crossofc@sbcglobal.net
web: www lutheransonline.com/
crossofchristlutheranchurch

Empowered by
the grace of God
to love, lead, and

serve.
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