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Countdown to Sunday School … 

Notes from the Pastor: 
This month, we should have more information on our narthex display and 

even a sign-up sheet for the soon-to-be-released Lutheran Study Bible.  For 

the first time ever, the English language will have a study Bible that is a 

start-to-finish Lutheran project. This whole thing began with hundreds of 

laypeople simply reading the Bible and writing down 

questions. The result is a scholarly and informative (with 

plenty of quotes from people throughout church history) 

but very devotional (with prayers right in the notes.) It has 

been a long time in coming (I have been looking forward to 

it for years), but it should be out before the end of October. 

Look for more information—including sample pages—on-

line at www.cph.org/lutheranbible  

Summer has been flying by. One important part of Fall is 

the start-up of our Sunday School. Currently we do not 

have a Sunday School Director. I am asking that everyone 

interested in Sunday School, parents and teachers, come to 

an important Sunday School meeting on Tuesday, August 

4
th
, at 7:00 p.m. If you can’t come but want to help, call me 

at church. 

This past month, I came across a great article by the Pastor I met a couple 

years ago at the Higher Things conference in Minneapolis. Rev. William 

Cwirla is a pastor in California. The article is titled ñReverence and 
Mysteryò and addresses the character of worship. He writes about the way in 

which the liturgy of the church should be conducted: 

Reverence and hospitality are not mutually exclusive, though they are often 

treated as such.  Some would abandon reverence altogether in favor of 

making people ―feel comfortable‖ and meeting their needs.  Others would 

abandon hospitality in favor of reverence and awe.  Hovda [in a book quoted 

http://www.cph.org/lutheranbible
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earlier in Cwirla’s article] makes a good point.  Attempts to make people 

feel "comfortable" in the liturgy, if these attempts are not suffused with a 

sense of reverence and mystery, will actually make people recoil in 

discomfort.  Dissonance is never comfortable.  Likewise, reverence without 

respect is rude if not arrogant.  Though appearing "holy," it is simply 

egotistical. 

The way of the liturgy is a "relaxed dignity," as a church organist I know 

puts it.  Reverence and awe for the holy things combined with respect for the 

priestly dignity of Christ's holy people. 

You can read the rest at his blog: 

http://blog.higherthings.org/wcwirla/article/4232.html  

Blessings to you this month, 

 
Pastor Franck 

 

Faith Lutheran, Maple and St. John's Lutheran, 

Wrenshall have will celebrate the installation of 

the Rev. John Knierim as their new pastor.  The 

service is tentatively planned for Sunday, August 

23
rd

 at 4:00 p.m. at Christ Lutheran, 320 N. 28
th
 

Street East, Superior. All are welcome. A lunch 

or cake/coffee will follow the service.

 

Pastor Ken Klaus to Speak in Park Rapids & Walker  

The Minnesota North District Lutheran Laymen’s League is sponsoring a 

Lutheran Hour Rally in Park Rapids on Sunday, September 13, 2009. Pastor 

Ken Klaus will be the speaker at the 3:00 p.m. event, to be held at the Park 

Rapids Area High School Auditorium. 

Pastor Klaus will also be appearing in Walker during the Ethnic Fest and the 

MN North District LLL Convention at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Walker 

on Saturday, September 12. Be sure to place these events on your calendar! 

Contact person for Lutheran Hour Rally: David Vik, (218) 732-0475 

http://blog.higherthings.org/wcwirla/article/4232.html
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From the 

Church Office 
 

 

AUGUST!! – I loved the month of August as a child... it was deliciously hot 

- great for swimming, tanning, fishing, going to the lake, harvesting crops... 

and little rain.  You could plan a picnic and not worry about the rain... just 

the ants!  As a child the rain was welcome in the spring so things could 

begin to grow, you could ―sing‖ in the rain.  We had a deficit in our rainfall 

totals not too long ago.  Mother Nature is trying to catch up fast.  So enjoy 

the sunshine when we have it….and enjoy the remaining days of summer. 

(The Church Editor says): 

 

1. Refresh your mind by reading the ―good news‖ in the Bible. 

2. Face the billowy breeze of the Holy Spirit. 

3. Swim continually in God’s love. 

4. Shower yourself with God’s beautiful blessings. 

5. Drink from the springs of living water that will quench your thirst 

forever. 

6. Splash on all of God’s gifts and become a sweet smelling fragrance. 

 

 We left Omaha in 2005 to live in the much cooler northern 

Minnesota.  We don’t regret our decision even as this summer has been 

cooler than usual - everywhere!  Enjoy the last of the Summer months.  

September will be here in the blink of an eye, school will begin and our 

schedules will once again fill with activities suited to the Fall.  Refresh 

yourself, breathe in the Simplicity of Summer while it lasts. 

 

 

God Bless you! 

Connie 
 

 

Be sure to check your mailboxes – some have 

accumulated quite a few items.  Also your second 

quarter financial statements will be in your boxes 

before the first of August. 

ñThis is the day the Lord 
has made, let us be glad 

and rejoice in it.ò 

 Psalm 118:24 
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Beth Esselstrom 

Mt. Olive Organist/Choir Director  

1989 ï 2009 

 A day that we have all been dreading has arrived.  

Our longtime organist of 20 years will be resigning this 

fall.  It is a sad time for us but a new beginning for Beth. 

A few months ago, Beth had the opportunity to purchase her childhood 

home from her parents in Esko and it was there at an early age that her 

natural musical talent was discovered.  Piano lessons began at the age of six 

but only after it was observed by her parents that she could play Sunday 

school songs by ear when she got home from church.  At the age of 16, she 

started formal training on the organ.  In college, she continued her organ 

instruction by taking lessons for one quarter per year as she worked toward 

her degree in communication from UMD.  In 1984, she played for a wedding 

for the first time.  This was followed by summer employment at St. 

Casimir’s Catholic Church in Cloquet playing for the Saturday masses as 

well as her home church of St. Matthew’s in Esko on a part time basis.  

While in college, she played organ full time at Messiah Lutheran Church in 

Duluth (from which Mt. Olive’s pipe organ was eventually purchased), and 

for Peace United Church in Christ in Duluth following her graduation from 

college. 

 It was during this time that Pastor Reinemann learned of this 

talented young organist who had recently graduated from college. In 1988, 

he approached Beth to play at Mt. Olive.  After some thought, she declined 

stating that she needed some time off from playing the organ on Sundays.  

This was all the opening that he needed for she was again approached in 

1989 and fortunately for us, accepted.  Thus began a 20 year career of Beth 

sharing her musical talents at Mt. Olive. 

 In those 20 years, we have enjoyed her leadership as 

Choir Director where she performed multiple Easter and 

Christmas cantatas. Some of her fondest musical memories 

at Mt. Olive were her organ and piano duets with Dayle 

Patterson.  Most importantly, she was the motivational drive 

that helped us purchase our current pipe organ which was 

dedicated and installed in 1997.  

 It is easy for church members to take for granted the musical 

leadership in our services.  The dedication and commitment that a church 

organist gives to rehearsals and music selection is often behind the scenes.  

While we can focus on our worship of Christ on Sunday mornings, the 
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organist needs to focus on the timing of the music and continue to think 

ahead of what is coming next in the church service.  While we can take 

advantage of attending Sunday services with family and friends, the organist 

must commit most Sundays to playing at her church of employment.  A 

spontaneous weekend trip to relax or see friends is never an easy option. Not 

having these weekend demands is what Beth is most looking forward to as 

she anticipates her retirement as church organist.  

 Beth, it has been our great fortune to have you serve the members of 

Mt. Olive these past 20 years.  Your abundance of musical talent and 

enthusiasm for bringing out the best in us will be greatly missed.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lake Superior Music Institute 

Friday, August 7
th

 

Saturday, August 8
th 

8:00 am ï 4:00 pm dailiy 

Sunday Concert, 3:00 pm 

 

The Lutheran Church  

of Christ the King 

4219 Grand Avenue 

Duluth, Minnesota 
 

 

The Lake Superior Music Institute is an annual event for learning about 

leading with the Organ, the Litrugy of the Lutheran Church, Vocal 

Instruction, and Choral Instruction, all centered  on Jesus Christ and His 

death and resurrection for the Musicians and those who love music in 

Northern Minnesota.   

 

The cost is $25 for Adults, $10 for Students (6
th
 through 12

th
 grade) 

The Conductor is Adam Wurst. 

For more information or to register: 

www.ChristTheKing-Duluth.org  or (218) 624-3696 

http://www.christtheking-duluth.org/
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Our Stewardship Response 
 Average Sunday 

Attendance 

Total Baptized 

Members 
% Attended 

Worship Services ï June 2009 85 312 27% 

 Applicable 

Offerings 

Received 

Required for 

Budget 

Under/Over 

Budget 

Operating 

Fund 

Balance 

Change in 

Operating 

Fund Balance 

June $12,922 $14,432 ($1,510) $11,781 ($6,386)/month 

Year-to-date $89,161 $93,805 ($4,644)  ($238)/YTD 

 
Memorials 

Remodeling 

Fund 

Family 

Assistance 

Total 

Dedicated 

Funds 

Total Funds 

06/30/09 

Fund Balances $681 $7,376 $6,287 $51,385 $63,166 

Highlights 

 June was a four Sunday month.  $12,922 in Applicable Offerings. 

 $1,510 less than budget for the month and $4,644 less than year to 

date. 

 The total deposit for the month was $14,635 

 Mortgage Fund Balance as of  June 30, 2009 is $104,382 

 Extra funds for mortgage collected in June was $1,275 ($5,671 YTD) 

 

If you are interested in more detailed information, complete Financial 

Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports are posted on the bulletin board in the 

Upper Room. 

 
 
 

There are a lot of BLANK 

spaces for Coffee Fellowship 

and Counters ï PLEASE 

check your calendars and see 

where you (and a friend) 

might be able to help out. 

 

THANK YOU!!!!  
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ACT Corner: 
 

On August 1
st
  the ACT will be 

having a bike/hike/lunch outing. 

The plan is to meet at church at 

10:00. We'll load up our bikes and 

drive over to the trailhead of the 

Willard Munger trail, a paved 

biking trail that begins at 75
th
  

Avenue West in Duluth. Then 

we'll bike for a little less than five 

miles, hike along the Lake 

Superior Hiking Trail to the top of 

Ely's Peak in West Duluth (about a half-mile hike), enjoy the view and have 

lunch. Please call Pastor Franck by Thursday night, July 30
th
, so he can get 

the right amount of food. It should be a fun time. If you've got menu ideas, 

you can share those with him as well. 

  

 

LWML Circle News: 

Lydia Circle  will meet for a noon lunch and get together on Thursday, 

August 6
th
.  Take a break from your summer chores and join them for lunch 

and fellowship.  Don’t forget to bring a sandwich!! 

 

 

Rebecca Circle 
Wednesday, August 5

th
 

11:00 a.m. 

Cabin Outing 

 

 Pot-luck outing at the Reinemann Cabin in Solon Springs, on Lake 

St. Croix.  Come about 11:00 – Boat Rides, games, visiting, potluck about 

12:00 pm.  Circle members will be called as a reminder and for directions.  

Anyone is welcome!  Just call Pam Reinemann (722-3752) to let her know 
and to get directions! 

 

Watch for the other Circles to resume their regular schedules in the Fall. 
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Reserved for calendar  
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Reserved for calendar  
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SUNDAY 

SCHOOL News: 

 

Planning for Sunday School. 

We’re just a month away from the start of our Sunday School.  What will it 

look like?  We don’t have a director right now, so we need to put some plans 

together.  We need teachers and helpers.  Come to church on Tuesday night, 

August 4
th
, at 7:00 for a Sunday School parent and teacher meeting.  If you 

can’t come that night but want to help, call Pastor Franck at church. 

 

 

 

New LifeLight Bible Study  
 

Beginning in September after Labor Day, we will be 

having a new LifeLight Bible study on the book of 

Proverbs.  Consider joining our Sunday evening Bible 

study - it is a great way to grow in your faith and to 

get to know other members in our congregation.  The 

LifeLight books will be available at the end of July. 

 

 
 

Confessional Lutheran  

Reading Group 

        Pastor Wurst continues to lead a reading of the Book 

of Concord on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm at The 

Lutheran Church of Christ the King. This group is open to 

all who are interested in the Holy Writ and the Lutheran 

Confessions.  They will gather for about an hour and a 
half each week to discuss what we Believe, Teach, and 

Confess as Lutherans.  Anyone is welcome to join this 

group. 

Meeting 
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Food for Fall  

 Our food shelf is looking a 

little empty.  To help fill the shelves, 

the Sarah Circle will once again set 

up a food shelf drive.  During the 

month of August we will designate a 

food item to bring in each week.  

Instead of just the first Sunday of the 

month, we would like to request one 

item each week.  Following is a list 

of items requested each week: 

  

Week of: Items to Bring: 

August 2 

Breakfast items: cereal (hot and cold), pancake mix, muffin 

mix, pop tarts, granola bars, powdered milk, coffee, tea, 

juice, syrup, etc. 

August 9 
Fruit: canned fruit, dried fruit, jam/jelly, juice, fruit cups, 

jello, etc. 

August 16 

Canned vegetables, instant or boxed potatoes, canned soup, 

dry soup mix, canned pasta (ravioli, rigatoni, spaghetti), 

etc. 

August 23 

Protein Items:  canned chicken, canned ham, tuna, nuts, 

beans, beef jerky, peanut butter, spam, canned salmon, 

dried beef, etc. 

August 30 

Meal Kits & Desserts:  Mac & Cheese, Tuna-Chicken- 

Hamburger Helper, Taco kit, Pizza kit, Spaghetti & Sauce, 

Rice-A-Roni, Pasta Roni, cake mix, cookie mix, pudding, 

etc. 

You only need to bring in one item each week.  Pick something from the list 

or an idea of your own and bring it to church with you on the designated 

week.   

Remember to bring non-perishable items only.  Please do not bring out-

dated food items.  We will not put them on the shelf.  They will be tossed 

out.   

Thank you for helping with our food shelf.  In these tough times, our food 

shelf is getting a lot of use.  Let's help those in need.  Thank you for any 

food item you can bring in.  It will be greatly appreciated. 

Sarah Circle 



12  Highlights                                                                                  August 2009 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Night at the 
Huskies ï Saturday, August 8, 2009, 7:05 game time, at 

Wade Stadium, 101 North 35
th
 Avenue West, Duluth.  

Tickets are $2 each – all proceeds benefit Thrivent 

Builds with Habitat for Humanity.  Thrivent members, 

look for your chapter post card in the mail to use as your 

voucher for up to 4 tickets.  Bring a guest! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16
th

 Annual Lutheran Night! ï Wednesday, August 26
th

 @7:10 p.m. – 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Minnesota Twins vs. Baltimore Orioles.  If 

you are interested in attending this event, please sign up on the sheet on the 

Upper Room doors.  We would like to see if is anyone who would be 

interested in attending as a group from Mt. Olive. 

 

 

 

Minnesota North District  
LWML Retreat  

August 7-9, 2009 
 

 

 

For additional retreat information:  Call Joan Johnson at (218) 326-5913 or 

e-mail at:  christianlife@lwml mnn.org   Visit the District LWML Website: 

www.lwmlmnn.org you will find Registration Forms, Flyers, and 

Directions.  Registration Deadline:  August 1, 2009 

 

mailto:christianlife@lwmlmnn.org
http://www.lwmlmnn.org/
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News from 

Lutheran Island Camp 

www.islandcamp.org 

Quilt Auction ï Saturday, August 1
st
  

Every year on the first Saturday of August a special event occurs at Lutheran 

Island Camp. It is the annual Quilt Auction. In 2009 we will be celebrating 

our 18
th
 annual auction. People will come from around the state with visitors 

joining us from around the country to bid on some of the nicest quilts and 

crafts projects you can imagine. This event will generate over $20,000 for 

the support of Lutheran Island Camp and the many children and families that 

attend the camp throughout the year. Last year there were over 230 quilts 

and nearly 60 silent auction items and the camp 

expects a similar response this year. There will be 

food and beverages available, wagon rides, play 

ground area, and much more for the entire family. 

Let’s get a good contingent from our congregation 

up to camp to see the many improvements and 

support the camp.  Quilts are available for viewing 

and for online bidding at www.islandcamp.org . 

 

Question and Answer: 

Question:  What is "Make a World for Christ"? 

Answer:  It is the joint effort between the 

Minnesota North District of the Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod and Lutheran Island 

Camp to raise $1.2 million (in phase 1) to 

support Lutheran Island Camp and three 

foreign mission projects.  You'll be hearing 

more about it in coming months.  As a matter 

of fact we'll soon have a website set up and 

will include regular information about the 

appeal in our Tuesday e-news. 

http://www.islandcamp.org/


14  Highlights                                                                                  August 2009 

LSLEA Preschool News 
There have been some changes in what we will offer this fall. 

Preschool hours are increasing from 2 1/2 to 3 hours each session and we 

will be offering before and after school child care from 8:30-9:00 am and 

12:00-1:00 pm at the rate of $3.50 per 1/2 hour (30 minutes).  The 

registration fee for the 2009-2010 school year is $50.00.  If you know of 

anyone interested in enrolling their child in our preschool, please have them 

call 624-0641 or check out our website at  

www.lakesuperiorlutheranpreschool.com. 

 

Preschool 3-4 yr. olds 
Tuesday and Thursdays 

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (noon) 

$80 per month 

 

Pre-Kindergarten 4-5 yr. olds 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (noon) 

$105 per month 

 

Calendar: 
  August 13 6:30pm LSLEA Board Meeting at the Lutheran 

Church of Christ the King 

  August 31   6:00-8:00pm Preschool Open House 

  September 8-11 Back to school conferences 

  September 14 & 15 First Days of preschool 

 

 

Coming next month! 

Duluth Scrampers 

at Mt. Olive 

September 25 & 26 

Watch for further details in the bulletin and 

next month’s newsletter 

http://www.lakesuperiorlutheranpreschool.com/
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Thank You Notes:   

 

THANK YOU for all the cards, notes, and prayers 
during the time of my surgery and recovery. I have 

really appreciated being in your thoughts, and it has been very 
encouraging. I have missed being with you the past two weeks, and am 
glad to be on the road to recovery. Pastor Franck. 

 

+ + + + + + + 

Dear Christian friends at Mount Olive, 

From:  Rev. Kirk and Mrs. Beth Shield 

Beth and I would like to offer our sincere thanks and appreciation for 

the rummage sale that was held on our behalf.  The generosity of those who 

helped and those who gave to the cause will help defray some of the medical 
costs that were incurred by the two surgeries Beth needed to have to remove 

a malignant tumor and to remove some lymph nodes. 

Due to what appears to be a lost letter we did not actually receive the 

check until a short time ago.  Please accept our apologies if it seemed like a 

long time between the rummage sale and this letter. 

Again, thank you!  We are humbled by your amazing Christian love and 

support.  We have seen again how Godôs people respond to the love and 
forgiveness He has shown to us in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Your humble fellow servants, 

Rev. Kirk Shield 
Beth Shield 

+ + + + + + + 
July 3, 2009 

To:  Members who organized the Flea Market/Rummage Sale on June 18th 

We would just like to thank you all for your efforts in putting this event on.  

We had a great time, met many people, and actually made money from our sales!  

Providing us with coffee, goodies and subway lunch and soft drinks went way 

beyond what we had expected!  What a great group of people you had on hand!!  
Also many thanks for the help in setting up the tables & chairs!  If you plan on 

doing this event again, please contact us as we would be very interested.  If we can be 

of any help in advertising the next one, please donõt hesitate to contact us. 

Again, it was a wonderful day! 
     Sincerely, 

     Barb White and Janet Elias 
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Congratulations! 
Congratulations to the family of Neil and Tina Graupman 

on the birth of their son, Nathan Niklas Graupman, on 

Friday, June 5, 2009.  Big sister Abigail welcomes her new 

brother.  May God bless this family with the joy of new 

birth. 

Praise and Thanksgiving for the Marriage of Erinn Berg  and 

Mike Rasmusson held at Mt. Olive on Friday, June 12
th
.  May 

God bless them as they begin their lives together as one. 

August Anniversaries 
8/01 - Carol & Rick Walczak, 28 years 

8/02 - Neil & Tina Graupman, 6 years 

8/03 - Loren & Kathy Anderson, 18 years 

8/03 - Jeff & Selma Stephenson, 35 years 

8/04 - Walt & Delores Wendling, 61 years 

8/06 - Jon & Carol Farchmin, 32 years 

8/11 Randy & Robin Muench, 19 years               Happy Anniversary 
8/11 -  Ray & Virginia Rodenwald, 53 years 

8/18 - Jeff & Julie Reinemann, 30 years 

8/23 - Steve & Deedee Clemenson, 24 years 

8/23 - Sylvia & Jerry Linder, 25 years 

 

August Birthdays  

8/02 - Deanna Anderson 8/19 - Sue Brockopp 

8/02 - Samantha Gibson 8/21 - Kathy Dugdale 

8/02 - Ralph Johnson 8/21 - Edna Hanke 

8/02 - Irma Paulsen 8/22 - JoAnn Spielman 

8/04 - Jacob Franck 8/23 - Julie Igo 

8/05 - Lisa Mertz 8/23 - Emilie Meyer 

8/05 - Marjorie Moen 8/23 - James Weaver 

8/06 - Barry Fuchs 8/24 - Zam Plante 

8/06 - Erna Gitar 8/25 - Patricia Moen 

8/13 - David Erven 8/26 - Mabel Hermann 

8/14 - Shirley Thun 8/27 - Carol Weaver 

8/15 - Brittany Houselog 8/30 -  Jim Frazier 

8/15 - Jake Tanttari 8/31 - Trevor McCampbell 

8/18 -  Kristin Plante  

 


