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From the Pastor’s Desk …    
 

Celebrating Motherhood and Life: 
Adoption Letters from Lutherans for Life 

 
In place of my usual newsletter column, I am pleased this month to share with you some materials from Lutherans 
for Life.  Below are three letters, which have been shared with us by Lutherans for Life, with the permission of the 
those who wrote the letters:  
 

·  The first was written from a birth mother to the daughter whom she placed for adoption. 
·  The second was written from the adoptive parents to the birth mother. 
·  The third was written by the daughter to her birth mother. 

 
As we look for to Mother’s Day (May 11), may these letters help to renew and increase our appreciation for God’s 
wonderful gifts of mothers, children, and life! 
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Aaron Stinnett 
 
Letter 1:  From birth mother to daughter 
 

Dear Ariel Kristine, 
Hi there, daughter.  I’m your birth mom.  I hope you don’t hate me for putting you up for adoption ...  I 

thought you’d be better off with two parents instead of just one.  I wanted to keep you so much, Ariel, but I couldn’t 
afford to keep you.  Giving you up was the hardest thing for me ever to do …  I hope you are happy with the family I 
chose for you! 

 I was sixteen years old when I found that I was pregnant with you.  I shortly turned seventeen after finding 
out …  I had suspected you were inside of me in April of 1993, but I had no way to get a pregnancy test. In the first 
part of May, I found a friend who would take me to get the pregnancy test.  Instead of me crying she was the one 
crying when I was told I was two months pregnant with you …  The question I heard most was, "What are you going 
to do with the baby?"  All I could say was, "I don’t know."  The hardest thing at that time was having to tell my 
mother about you.  I told her the week of Mother’s Day.  The rough waters weren’t over yet, I still had to tell my 
brother and father.  I told my brother on Mother’s Day and he told my father for me that same day.  My mother took 
it okay.  She told me my options, which were: keeping you or putting you up for adoption.  Aborting you was 
absolutely out of the question.  I wasn’t sure whether to keep you or put you up for adoption.  I wanted to do what 
was best for you so I weighed both very carefully.  Your father was very happy about you.  Finally, I came to my 
decision to put you up for adoption.  Your father had a hard time with that at first, but then he accepted it.  

Love, Always and Forever!!! 
Your birth mom, Andrea        (continued on next page) 
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Letter 2: From adoptive parents to birth mother 
 
Dear Birth Mother, 
I just wanted to tell you what a difference you have made in our lives.  My husband and I wanted children so 

very badly and went through so many medical procedures trying to get pregnant, but nothing worked.  We claimed 
Jeremiah 29:11 ("For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future."), knowing God had a plan for our lives …  We prayed it would be with 
children.  We were pretty frustrated and heartbroken by the time you came into our lives.  But we feel you were a 
gift from God!   

…  I know birthmothers place their babies for adoption for many reasons — maybe they are not ready or able 
to be parents, maybe they’re too young, maybe they want to finish school before starting a family, maybe their 
parents made them, maybe they don’t want to be tied to a birthfather for 18 years . . . whatever the reason, it is a 
wonderful option . . . such a loving and unselfish act for you to make! 

 We love our (yours and our) child so much!  This child was instantly a part of our family, a part we cannot 
imagine being without.  You gave "our" child life and we are teaching "our" child how to live it.  We’re not perfect 
parents, but we try our best and we would die for our child.  We teach the core values we were all raised with — love 
and respect God, your parents and those in authority, the importance of honesty and trust … stand up for yourselves 
and others in what is right.  Know how special you are, how truly great you are.  

Use your talents in a good way, one that you’ll be proud of.  
 Because of you and the grace of God, we have our child today.  She is wonderful and very special.  She is 

cute and smart and fits in her little world.  To us, she is fabulous … perfect in every way.  We would NOT trade kids 
with anyone!  Our child is respectful, charming, a little shy but self-assured …  She is so fun and happy and silly. 
She has parents, a brother, and many extended family who simply adore her.  She is loved and well cared for.  Okay, 
she borders on spoiled. 

I know openness between the birth family and adoptive family is not what either of us signed up for 
originally, but I’ve always been thankful for it!  I was fine with our original agreement of sending letters and 
pictures, but once again, God had more in store for us!  I remember you really wanted to meet us before you had 
your baby.  I was so nervous and changed clothes four times before finding an adequate outfit to wear to meet you 
for the first time.  I thought you were so sweet and very pretty and so mature …  I knew it would be hard so I also 
knew how courageous you must be.  We sat down at a table in the restaurant with you and your parents and the 
social worker and when we talked, I felt nervous, but so comfortable … like we had known each other all of our 
lives.  It turned out you were nervous too (and also changed clothes four times)!  We had so many things in common, 
it was amazing.  We had some differences too.  I believe on paper, we didn’t meet your qualifications for parents for 
your child, yet when you met us, you saw other things that you may have felt more important …  

…  We are so thankful for you.  We’re so thankful for your decision to entrust us with your child.  We’re so 
thankful for Christine and who she is and all the joy she has brought to our lives.  Thank you. We love you for who 
you are and what you did! 

Marc and Reigh Ellen 
 

Letter 3: From daughter to birth mother 
 
Dear Birth Mom, 
I am so thankful to you.  You gave me life and you gave me to a family who loves me so much.  You’ve 

given me a lot of opportunities that I may not have had.  I respect the decision you made.  I know it must have been a 
hard decision to make.  I appreciate you putting my needs over your needs …  This year I’m in choir, band, and 
cheer leading. I’m already planning for college.  I play the flute.  

You have no idea how grateful I am for you.  
I love you, 
Christine 
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LWML Mission Grants:   

Portable Medical Clinics for the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Sudan 

$70,000 

 Sudan, Africa’s largest country, has been at war 
with itself for the past 17 years. Famine and war have 
brought untold suffering into the lives of millions of 
Sudanese people. More than 2 million have been 
killed, the economy devastated and over 5.2 million 
southern Sudanese people displaced as refugees. 
People suffer from malnutrition or starvation due to 
famine resulting from drought and war.  

The ethnic groups in Sudan can be divided into 
two basic groups: Arabs and non-Arabs. The 
declaration of an Islamic Republic in 1983 imposed 
Islamic law on Muslim and non-Muslim alike. The 
result was political strife and civil war, and in some 
cases the persecution of Christians. Sunday worship 
services have been bombed, churches bulldozed and 
individuals have been persecuted in attempts to 
eliminate a viable Christian presence. Despite this 
suffering, the Christian church has continued to grow. 
The massive movement of people displaced by war 
and famine has provided opportunities to reach people 
with the Gospel. In 2001, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Sudan (ELCS) had 5,000 members in 23 
congregations. By 2005, the Sudanese church had 
doubled in size.  

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod World 
Relief and Human Care has worked closely with the 
ELCS to support education and medical programs. 
The need for medical, education and spiritual 
assistance is great in the midst of the strife and civil 
unrest. This $70,000 grant has paid for two portable 
medical clinics, stocked with medical provisions and 
staffed by volunteer medical mission teams, to 
provide medical care to people in the provinces of 
West Equatoria and Upper Nile.  

Dear Jesus, our Great Physician, we know that 
you have compassion for those who are suffering in 
body and soul. We ask your blessings for the 
medical mission teams as they provide care to the 
people in Sudan. May the people’s hearts be open to 
the Gospel message so that they will come to faith 
in Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Strengthen them 
with your Spirit. In your precious name we pray. 
Amen. 

 

Thank you for your donations! 
Your donations helped complete the following 

World Relief kits: 
• 21 Layettes 
• 25 Sewing Kits 
• 25 Health Kits 
• 72 School Kits 
• 113 Quilts and blankets 

That’s 690 pounds of items to help Lutheran 
World Relief share Christ’s love with the world. 

The April LWML Meeting 
The meeting was opened in the name of the 

Triune God.  Barb led the topic, “Which Way Now?” 
from the LWML website. 

April donations included $49.07 for mites.  Ruth 
Patterson’s church donated Bibles for Ryan Shima to 
distribute; we paid $99.05 to ship them to him.  

Thank you to everyone who donated books for the 
local jail.  

The Spring Tea will be Saturday, May 3, from 1 to 
3 PM.  The sign-up sheet for volunteers is posted in the 
hallway.   

Nancy Stinnett will be our delegate to the LWML 
convention.  You are invited to donate items for Gifts 
from the Heart; the recipients are the Care Net 
Pregnancy Center of Billings and The Lutheran Center 
of Billings.  Bring items to the church by April 20; a 
basket is near the nursery.  Items they’ve requested 
are: 

Lutheran Center:  Paper products, household 
cleaning products, towels, washcloths, and tea. 

Care Net Pregnancy Center: Body wash, net 
scrubbers, combs, brushes, lotions, nail polish, Chap 
stick, lipstick, cards, wrapped candy, small journals, 
notebooks, baby formula (any kind or brand), and 
diapers (newborn, 4, 5, and 6). 

The Country Store Fellowship Luncheon will be 
held at the Catholic Church on Friday, May 2, 
beginning at 11:30 AM .  Barb, Hazle, and Joanne will 
provide salads.  A free-will offering at the luncheon 
will be donated to Grace Camp, a summer camp for 
children whose parents are incarcerated.  We will 
donate $50 to Grace Camp. 

JoMay was hostess.  The meeting was closed with 
the Lord’s Prayer. 
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FIRST QUARTER 2008 MT CALVARY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH INCOME AND 
EXPENSES  

(All Categories) 
Offerings:   

Sunday School        $               89.62 
 Weekly offerings            23,138.77 
Other income:    

Zion’s share         4,733.14 
 All other           701.21 
 Interest income          408.93  
 
 Total          $    29,022.05  
 
Actual Expenses                    $      25,677.43 
 
BUDGETED EXPENSES                   24,202.20 
 
OVER BUDGET        1,475.23 

SUMMARY:  First Quarter income is better-than 
expected and we remain in a positive cash-flow.  
Because we are spending more than budgeted, 
however, this flexibility has been sufficient to 
establish electronic payments for re-occurring debts 
(like utilities) and to consistently apply additional 
principal payments towards retirement of the siding 
loan on its current 4-year note. 
If you have any questions with regard to any treasury 
matter, please call Karen Maurer at 849-5131. 

Anniversaries:  
Bruce & Jane Patterson 5/5 
Mark & Carol Bobb 5/24 

Birthdays:   
Marilyn Pittsley 5/01 
Joann Berens 5/3 
Kaleb Unger 5/04 
Virginia Wegner 5/05 
Doris Marcum, May 6 
Randy Neumann 5/6 
Vonnie Christenson 5/08 
Logan Bobb 5/12 
Ina Christiansen 5/16 
Mary Helen Davis 5/24 
Maranda Crandall 5/26 
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Join Hands Day is an exciting nationwide 
opportunity to bring youth and adults together to 
improve their communities and build meaningful 
relationships across generations.  

The Active Christian Teens (ACT) of Mt. Calvary 
Lutheran Church will be hosting a Join Hands Day 
event this coming May (please watch the bulletin for 
exact time and place). ACT extends an invitation to all 
members of Mt. Calvary Church (we need at least six 
separate Thrivent Financial member households 
involved) to join in the exciting opportunity to reach 
out to members of the Polson Community. We hope to 
show others that volunteerism can, and does, make a 
profound impact in our community, state and nation.  

So what will we be doing?  The plan is to use the 
“seed monies” provided by our Thrivent chapter to 
buy pots, soil and plants, which we will then assemble 
as a group. Than, as individuals or in small groups, we 
will take our flower pots and give them to friends, 
neighbors, or even strangers who we think would 
appreciate not only the joy of watching flowers 
bloom, but also the company of a friend. We aim to 
bring some joy and happiness to others.  

What does ACT need from you? Anyone with an 
interest in participating should make a list of one or 
two deserving Join Hands Day Project recipients and 
contact Annette Schiele.  Then on the day of the 
project (to be announced) we will gather as a group, 
assemble some pots, and then deliver them. 
Remember we want to make a difference, even if it is 
just for a small amount of time, in someone’s life.  

Please join us for this Join Hands Day event and 
help make a difference in the Polson Community and 
foster the connection between youths and adults.  
 

Springtime Clean Up 
The day’s cleanup effort at the parsonage and 

church included trimming back bushes and trees, 
grading the parking lot and raking up and bagging 
needles and weeds. Also, the playground equipment 
was inspected for needed repairs. 

Volunteers included: Stu Schiele, Vern Cooper, 
Esther Livingston, Ron Schiele, Karen Maurer, Nancy 
Stinnett, Paul Maurer, Bob Chambers, David Unger, 
Esther Stinnett Ed Unger, Walt Patterson, Annette 
Schiele, Hazle Heth and Roy Davis.  
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