45 Fun Fundraising Ideas
Dee Terry, Manager of Lutheran Community Services – Texas Region
1. Sell May baskets. Can be basket or paper cornucopia filled with live, paper or silk flowers.  Add a cookie on a dowel line with paper doily and create a handle.  

2. Join with other area congregations and sponsor a golf tourney, 10-k run/walk, walk and roll, bike rally, baseball, soccer tournament, harvest fest, etc.  Start an annual tradition that will help different causes in the area each year.

3. Sponsor a potato pancake breakfast.  Feature homemade applesauce. 

4. Provide a “Gourmet to Go” specialty like stew, chili, soups.  Get containers and sell after church as a take home meal.  Accompany with homemade breads and muffins.  Ask merchants to donate the containers.

5. Plant and Garden Sale. Include hand made bird houses, bird feeders etc.

6. Sponsor an herb fair and sell recipes for herb flavored dishes.  Can also feature a cooking display on how to use herbs. Teach participants how to build their own herb garden.

7. Crawdad feed - add silent and/or live auction, and have crawdad races. Shrimp boil, catfish fry.

8. Christmas craft sale - add a meal - provide a kids craft area. This is a great way for children to make something for family members, friends and teachers.

9. Make and sell homemade Christmas Cards.  Children's art, collage, art stamps. Assemble a home made assortment of greeting cards and distribute to shut-ins, along with pens and a packet of stamps.

10. Sponsor a “Shop for Parents” event.  Children receive a bag or tray to collect items around the room.    Solicit donated items from local stores.   Items from $1.00 to $5.00.  Have coffee and cookies for sale in outer area for parents.

11. Sell logs of cookie dough for Christmas.  This is also good for back to school and other holiday events.

12. Sell Mix in a Jar with recipe attached. (Cornbread, cookies, soups, etc.)

13. Sponsor a Lutheran Coffee Hour between and after services.  Have urns of coffee and provide condiments i.e. chocolate curls, whipped topping, assorted flavors, sugar cubes.  Provide recipe directions. Give each concoction a name…”Reformation Refresher”, etc.

14. Cut and sell firewood.

15. Provide a photo day to capture family pictures, children and animals.  Enlist the support of a good amateur photographer.  Use as fundraiser.  Can include finger printing.

16. Strawberry Festival featuring shortcake, parfaits, sundaes, chocolate dipped, and strawberries with cream.  Prepare a menu, and have people donate what they think the delicacy is worth.

17. Summer Salad take-home Buffet. Have a master green salad mix and then have a table of fixing's.  People pay by the pound or container.

18. Sell corsages or roses on Easter or Mother's Day.  Don’t forget a flower for Dad on Father's Day.

19. Serve a "High Tea” with tea sandwiches, petit fours, fruit etc.  Have a selection of fancy straw hats for patrons to wear.  Take their picture with Polaroid camera. Suggest donation price for event.

20. Apple Pie Bake.  Take orders a month in advance, and have people pick them up after church.

21. Heavenly Strudel.  The name says it all.  Create National Strudel Day and have it ready to sell by the slice. Decorate with all kinds of apples.  Sell apple crafts.  

22. Sports equipment sale. Members donate used sports equipment.  Sell at reasonable prices.

23. Silent Auction baskets.  Have each church group create one basket.  You maintain a list of themes.

24. Sell root beer floats after church on a hot summer day.  These can also be made with sugarless ice cream and sugarless soda!  

25. Lemon Day – sell everything made from lemons. 

26. Sponsor a dinner-less dinner.  Have a table set up after church and let people donate without having to come out to a dinner.  Give each donor a recipe card with a favorite meal to prepare at home.

27. Sell gardening kits - seeds, or small potting plants, garden gloves, fertilizer, potting soil, care instructions, small birdhouse, and birdseed.
28. Sponsor an art day.  People of all ages bring their art for sale.  Offer a workshop in matting and framing artwork. Donate funds or percentage of funds for congregational need.
29. Host a book sale of donated books.  Have coffee and donuts.  Proceeds benefit an early childhood center or school.  Have children make bookmarks for sale.

30. Provide a class in beginning needle work for all ages.  Provide supplies.  Ask for donation.  Create a sampler to donate to children’s center.

31. Sponsor Christmas ornament sale.  Get donations from members of congregation and local stores.  Sell Christmas cookies, cakes and candies.

32. Sell engraved bricks and placing them in a walkway. People like to leave a lasting impression. Find an area to either build or replace a walkway or courtyard. Locate a supplier of engraved bricks. Use a non profit search engine such as http://www.dmoz.com and type in engraved bricks..500 bricks sold @ $35.00 a piece yields approximately $10,000 in profit., Bricks cost $13.00 each and transportation is around $500 for 500 bricks. 5000 bricks sold @ $35.00 a piece yields appox. $120,000 in profit. Discounts apply when purchasing in bulk. Not too difficult. You have no upfront capital, but you need to pay for the mailings and advertising.  You could start in less than 2 weeks with no money required. 

33. Tailgate tag sale - On a Saturday, rent spaces in your parking lot. Bakers, crafters, etc. can sell their goods out of the back of their car/truck. Appeal to parents by having an area for children to play. Use your imagination and don't forget a table just to promote the school - recruit new students, volunteers, tutors, etc. Refreshment Stand at Estate Sale, 4th of July Parade, Canoe Race, 3 mile run -- anywhere there’s a crowd! 

34. Picnic Basket Auction - put together the coolest looking picnic baskets and auction off to highest bidder or offer suggested donation.

35. Barbeque and cow patty toss.  Make cow patties out of papier mache.  Let dry in round cake pan, and paint brown!  Toss across boundary line or into an empty, clean toilet.  
36. Customized cookies – Sell after church.  Pipe a person’s name on cookie.
37. Homemade gourmet popcorn sale.   Add a number of flavorings.
38. Kiddie clothes and toys sale.  Include maternity clothes.
39. Personalized labels.  Request label donation of labels from office supply store.  Have computer set up with printer ready to go.
40. Fruity Fundraiser. Sell fruit tart, pies, bar cookies.  Use every fruit imaginable.  Sell by slice.
41. Wing Fling – Sell BBQ wings after services. Great during football season.
42. Sunday of Sipping.  Patrons donate a suggested price to sip soups and then receive recipe.
43. Smoothie Sunday!  Bring on the blenders and create favorite sippers between services.
44. Pasta by the Pound.   Get out the pasta makers and take orders.  Accompany with pesto and sauce.
45. Rice Pudding Rumble.  Take orders or sell by the cup, bowl or gallon!  A Lutheran favorite.
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