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Fall schedule

Summer is over! Welcome back to all our members and friends who were away for summer! We are happy to see all of you. The month of September means the resumption of several activities, which were put on hold during the past few months. The following is a list of meetings and activities that take place on a regular basis here at Bethany. Take a look and see where you might like to participate. New faces, new students and new talents are always welcome! Check the Sunday bulletin for details, and watch the Sunday bulletin and the Bethany Messenger for additional opportunities!


Adult Bible Class—meets each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. The class is currently being taught by Mr. Tom Prickett, and they are studying the book of II Kings

Altar Guild—no regular meetings, women (and men) are scheduled monthly to set up for Holy Communion. To volunteer sign up on the schedule on the bulletin board, or contact Earl Brewer, chairman.


Bethany Bells—this handbell and choirchime ensemble will begin meeting to practice on Wednesday, September 23, at 10 a.m. in the church balcony. Charlene Bagnato is the director.


Board of Elders—they usually meet the first Monday of the month at 1 p.m. In addition to other responsibilities, these men assist the pastor with his duties and counsel with the pastor in the conduct of all worship services.

Board of Evangelism, Board of Stewardship, Board of Education—these boards meet as necessary.


Choir—rehearsal time has changed to Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. The first practice will be Thursday, September 10, at 5:30 p.m. They sing at worship services on the first and third Sundays of the month and on special occasions. Larry Luebben is the director. Additional voices are needed.


Church Council—the Council is comprised of the elected officers of the congregation and the chairpersons of various boards. The meet monthly on the second Wednesday at 1 p.m. However, their September meeting will be on Wednesday the 2nd.


Midweek Bible Study—meets every Wednesday at 10 a.m. in Kollmeyer Hall. The class is being led by Mr. Otto Beckendorf. They are currently studying Lutheran Doctrine.


Quilting Group—they meet each Tuesday morning at 9 a.m. in Kollmeyer Hall to assemble quilts and lap robes. The quilts are sent to Lutheran World Relief and the lap robes are distributed to local nursing homes. Check the Sunday bulletins for the date of their first session.

Sunday School—classes for children ages 3 through teens are offered each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m. This month Sunday School begins on September 6.


Women’s Guild—they meet on the third Wednesday of the month for programs, fellowship and projects, usually preceded by a luncheon or a special dessert. LWML activities are incorporated into their schedule. Their first meeting will be Wednesday, September 16, at 12 noon with a potluck luncheon. All women are invited.


Worship Services—every Sunday at 8 & 10:30 a.m. with Holy Communion regularly scheduled on the 1st and 3rd Sundays.
birthdays
1
Francis Haas
17
Catharine Wolff
2
Harry Engel
19
Elaine Weston
8
Al Klein
21
Olive Gobin
10
Ed Christmann
26
Stan Dickey
10
Judy Meyer
28
Zachariah Field
13
Ruth Green
28
Jonathan Genzen
14
Carl Jennejahn
29
Marilyn Gorell
17
Charlotte Wentland
anniversaries

`


2
Peter & Judy Striker


3
Louis & Donna Coyner


4
Jerry & Gerry Pelat


11
Bob & Pat Keen


18
Larry & Alice Spear


18
Al & Audrey Werman


20
Bill & Jan Johnson


23
Gary & Sharon Davignon


25
Charles & Laura Palyok


27
Tom & Shirley Hickman


30
Harry & Euna Engel


Ministry Opportunity

Teach English to Adult Immigrants
Requirements:

1. A kind heart

2. Able to speak English

3. Donate 2-3 hours per week


Volunteer to help as a teacher, teacher’s aide or a child care helper. Training, lesson plans, and books provided.


Classes start in September and are held Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6-7:30 p.m. and Saturday morning in Leesburg at St. Paul’s church. Also, classes are Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6-7:30 p.m. and Sunday afternoons in Wildwood at the San Pedro Mission.


Contact Evelyn Hustig at 352-751-6809 or Tom or Lily LeDoux at 352-750-3313.

Help someone else help themselves!

The Beauty of Stewardship

Stewardship has to do with how we manage our time, talent and resources—basically our entire lives.  It’s a beautiful concept when properly understood.  Here are the basics of good stewardship.


God is the source of all creation, including our lives.  God is the primary owner of all that exists. We are blessed by being given the task of managing well all that we have influence over; our lives our abilities, minds and bodies, our time, our part of  the earth, our finances, our children, our church buildings, our automobiles, etc.


Although we can make decisions regarding each of these things, ultimately we are responsible to God.  Sooner or later we must give an account of God’s creation and of God’s gifts.

When we properly use the talents, resources and property that God allows us to manage, we find great joy.  Think of planting a garden which soon overflows with colorful flowers, wonderful vegetables and flavorful herbs, etc. God gave us the plot of ground, God gave us the seed, and God gave us the wisdom and strength to bring forth such beauty, such good things to see or eat or smell.  Yet we did the work, with God’s help to make it a reality.  Like Adam we tilled it and kept it.  But God gave the increase, God’s provisions and our labor brought the garden to its fulfillment.


Good stewardship enables us to do something positive and wonderful with the money God allows us to have.  What feels better than knowing one has managed money well?  Our bank account, our checkbook and our portfolio tell the story.  When money is handled well, we have enough for ourselves and are still able to give to God’s work. 


That is the beauty of stewardship!

This month we will give $300.00 to For The Sake of The Church and $300.00 to Lutheran Bible Translators.

Joyce Bussler

Stewardship Committee

Why Go To Church?

A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday (or Saturday). “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them. So, I think I’m wasting my time and pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”


This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” column, much to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:


“I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this—they all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!”


When you are DOWN to nothing—God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and receives the impossible! Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual nourishment!

`

Be Transformed

It’s Labor Day weekend—a time to rest from our labors. But this is also an opportunity to reflect on our daily work and discern whether our effort is thankless and uninteresting or something that gives us deep and lasting satisfaction. God intends for our work to be much more than a job, much more than a daily grind. It should be, instead, a vocation—which means quite literally, a “calling.”


In Romans 12:2, Paul challenges us with the words: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.”


The apostle’s advice, then, is to be transformed by the renewing of your minds. Paul says be transformed by discovering what the Lord God is calling you to do.

--Homiletics
God gives us the ingredients for our daily bread, but he expects us to do the baking.

--William Arthur Ward

Trash Passing


GOD’S WORD: “Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.” Proverbs 16:24

A six-year old was overheard reciting the Lord’s Prayer at a church service recently: “And forgive us our trash passes, as we forgive those who passed trash against us.”


While his choice of words are not exactly the way it was recorded in Scripture, I think that “trash passing” is describing the magnitude of trespassing one’s spirit. After all, we have all heard the phrase “talkin’ trash”, haven’t we? And in my opinion, that‘s exactly what trespassing upon one another is all about.


Trash is dirty. It is filthy and no longer useful. It smells and can grow that green fur if not properly disposed of. When unkind words, rumors, innuendoes and gossip are spread, it is like sewage spewing out of one’s mouth upon the ears of another. It is never done so with the intent of building up the person who is the subject of such reports. The intent of “talkin’ trash” is simply to degrade a person’s value in others’ eyes. That’s what trash does; it takes a clean environment and makes it dirty.


Like it or not, we may come face to face with others today wanting to spread trash around. The trash may be about us or about someone else. It’s our choice as to what to do with that trash. We can pass the trash or we can take out the trash and burn it where it lies, simply by identifying it and realizing that it no longer has any purpose in God’s kingdom than to stink it up.


Like my mom used to say, “Don’t come to the table until you’ve washed your hands from taking out the trash!”


Something tells me that God doesn’t have any more tolerance than my mom when it comes to trashy hands at His table.

Used by permission, copyright 2009 by Glenn W. Miller

Submitted by Betty Kopp, Evangelism Chairman


Serving Bethany in September
Pastor’s Assistants:    8:00 a.m.  William Grill (3), Otto 






Beckendorf


10:30 a.m. Dennis Freitag, Tom 



     Gardner, Tom Prickett, Bob Groh

Lectors:  8:00 a.m.   Otto Beckendorf (2), Cindy Beckendorf, 



Caroline Rogers


  10:30 a.m.  Sharon Orluck, Tom Gardner, Jean




Delafchell, Bob Groh

Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Herb & Kay Clark (6th & 27th)



  Otto & Cindy Beckendorf (13th & 20th)

10:30 a.m.
Oliver & Barbara Sokolowski

Visitor’s Desk:
8:00 a.m.  Jan Gygi



10:30 a.m.  Connie Grill

Ushers:
8:00 a.m.    Richard Kreiss*

Harold Sievers


10:30 a.m.
  Bill Grill*
Bill Dixon, Bob Lampman

Coffee Hour Hostesses:   Waldo &Lois Laabs




Bill & Loretta Dixon

Altar Guild:  Bill & Norma Butchart

Let’s sing clip art


When the book of Acts (see 16:25-26) reports that Paul and Silas sang in the Philippian jail at midnight, it doesn’t record whether they were basses or tenors. It doesn’t even report if they sang on key. It simply says they sang. And as they sang, there was an earthquake and the prison doors were opened.


Many of life’s doors open more easily when we sing. So, why not open some doors by joining the choir??


Bones of the Church
The body of a church has four kinds of bones:

1. The WISHbones are those folks who spend all their time wishing someone else would do all the work.

2. The JAWbones are those who do all the talking and very little else.

3. The KNUCKLEbones are those who knock everything anyone else tries to do.

4. The BACKbones are those who get under the load and get the work done.

What kind of bone are you?

Sunday School begins September 6 at 9:15 a.m.. If you have a child to enroll in Sunday School classes, please call the church office to let us know. A student count is needed so that appropriate materials can be ordered and teachers can be prepared.

Directory changes

Please note these changes in your newest membership directory (red cover):

New Associate Member:


Ann DiLenge
233-0397


7506 Harbor View


Lake Griffin Harbor


Leesburg, FL 34788
Correct e-mail addresses:

Dixon, Bill & Loretta — bunkywm@embarqmail.com


Burko, Nick & Ann – anbur8@comcast.net

New Phone Number:

Dorothy Ruck – 314-5019
Address Correction:

Rev. Gary & Holly Genzen


32523 Crystal Breeze Lane


Leesburg, FL  34788
Death:  Harold Wilkins



LWML

Please note the following dates:

· Sunday, September 6, monthly Mite box collection in the narthex.

· Wednesday, September 16, Bethany Women’s Guild Fall Luncheon, 12 noon, at church

· Friday-Sunday, September 25-27, FL/GA District LWML Retreat at St. Pete Beach

· Sunday, October 11, LWML Sunday at Bethany. (This is a change from the date previously announced.)

· Saturday, November 14, Orlando West Zone LWML Rally at St. Paul’s in Apopka. (Bethany players will be presenting the play, “It’s A Miracle”, at the rally!)

Thelma Moe, LWML Representative


The Bethany Singles group has been meeting for lunches at various places for six years now. To celebrate their 6th anniversary they will have lunch at the Players Grill at Spruce Creek on Monday, September 14th, at 2:30 p.m. If you plan to attend, please sign up at the table in the narthex.

Monday Morning Prayer


The alarm clock has wakened me, dear God, but I want to talk with you before it rings again. I need to thank you for this comfortable bed and a good night’s sleep, for good health and strength, for an enjoyable weekend, for a wonderful church and worship service yesterday, for friends and family who care and love, for you and all that you bring to our lives, for the opportunities to serve you.


Be with me throughout this day and the week ahead. Let me do my work honestly, willingly and responsibly. As I meet people, help me to see them as your children and your loved ones.


I know you will lead me in whatever circumstances this day holds. I look forward to the adventures you and I will share together. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.

--Peggy Ferrel, from Prayers, Hymns and Poems

A Hymn for the Ages

Nearly every denominational hymnal contains Isaac Watts’ hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past.” It has been called one of the greatest hymns in the English language. The first part is based on Psalm 90, which begins “Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.”

O God, our help in ages past


Our hope for years to come,


Our shelter from the stormy blast,


And our eternal home.


Isaac Watts lived from 1674 to 1748. He had a sickly body all his life, but his mind was in the genius category. He wrote his first hymn at age 6. He learned Latin at age 4, Greek at 8, French at 11 and Hebrew at 13.


Watts wrote 52 books, plus scores of hymns. He also was a Congregational minister in London for 22 years.

What Do You See?
Take a look at this line of type:

GODISNOWHERE

Did you read it as “God is nowhere”? Or are you an

optimist who read it as “God is now here”?


My Grandpa
Written by Kyle Wilkins in tribute to his grandfather, Bethany member Harold Wilkins, who passed away August 10, 2009.
Grandpa…

It happened so quickly, unknowingly so,
Leaving your body, taking your soul.

You’re gone from my sight, but not from my heart.

A great man you were, gave all of your heart.

Never a shy one to flee from the crowd.

My grandpa, my angel, I’ll always be proud.

You’ve left me in person, but not from my mind.

Knowing exactly what to say, nothing but kind.

You’ve cared for us all, in good times or bad.

You could make us all happy, not one would be sad.

From jokes at the dinner table, to the be-ta-beat-da-beat beat.

You would spontaneously go.

We’d laugh and we’d chuckle, but take for granted, oh no!

The first handshake you’d offer, I’d push it away,

To give you a hug and “I love you”, I’d say.

To the last handshake you’d offer, again I would shrug,

Nudge it away and give you my love.

You were a goofball at times, actually, most of the day.

And you could whistle like a bird in the middle of May.

Your cooking, amazing, your gifts overflowed.

Twenty-two lawns in your mid-seventies you mowed.

You taught me so much is such little of time.

“Quit sitting side-saddle in your chair” I still can’t get out of my mind.

You sparked my interest to start a collection.

Money and coins became my infatuation.

You taught me how to fish for the first time ever.

And I steered your boat, on your lap, like a skipper.

You scolded me ‘cuz I rode your bike on two wheels, not three

But the way I would lean it filled me with glee.

You taught me the importance of fellowship and friends,
Through your chili-bowl dinners and the hearts they would mend.

You watched me grow up, and cheered me along.

Basketball, graduation, complimenting my date from prom.

You taught me that love can never be severed,

When every time we could spend is a time that we treasured.

You never intended to see us like this,

With frowns on  our faces, because it’s you who we miss.

So, I did you a favor and made a small list. 

To inform everyone here of some of the gifts.

The angels in heaven now get to compete with:

Dinners prepared by the best chef God put in this world.

Whistling of the most beautiful tunes that forever can be 


heard.

Stories he’ll begin to tell and forget how some will end.

Ice cream and sweets that will make the mind bend.

Boat rides through canals and big open lakes.

Greetings of hello, and heartfelt handshakes.

Goodbye is something I never can say.

But, so long for now, and Hallelujah

“Cuz heaven brings a brighter day.”
Holidays and get-togethers are going to be hard to restart.

But knowing you were taken by Him, how great thou art!

No Wonder, You’re Old


When a man has come to the point at which he can no longer believe there is anything worth seeing around the next corner, he is old, and whether his years be nineteen or ninety is irrelevant. But he who is always hopeful that there may be wonder to be seen in the cross street will somehow make it to the corner—tottering, gasping, perhaps, but getting there.


Church Signs
· Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed the snake. And the snake didn’t have a leg to stand on.

· There are some questions that can’t be answered by Google.

· Down in the mouth? Come in for a faith lift.

· All services are different, we leave the repeats to TV.

· As you pass this little church, be sure to plan a visit, so when at last you’re carried in, God won’t ask “Who is it?”

· Can’t sleep? Can’t count sheep. Talk to the Shepherd!

· Speak well of your enemies. After all, you made them

· Let us help you study for your final exams.

· We are the SOUL agents in this area!

· The meek shall inherit the earth, if it’s alright with you!

· Happy Easter to our Christian friends
Happy Passover to our Jewish friends.
To our atheist friends, Good Luck!

Contributed by Loretta Dixon

Do More

Do more than exist, LIVE.

Do more than touch, FEEL.


Do more than look, OBSERVE.

Do more than read, ABSORB.

Do more than hear, LISTEN.

Do more than listen, UNDERSTAND.

Do more than think, PONDER.


Do more than plan, ACT.

Do more than talk, SAY SOMETHING.

Trust in God

University of Oklahoma quarterback Sam Bradford won the coveted Heisman Trophy in 2008. That season, the 6’5” team leader threw 50 touchdown passes, with only eight interceptions in 483 attempts. The Sooners had a 12-2 record that year.


Accolades aside, Bradford quickly but humbly acknowledges Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. Upon receiving the Heisman, Bradford said, “I feel like that’s another blessing God gave me.


Bradford, a member of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, exercises compassion and is known for his integrity. Before every game, he reportedly reads the account of David and Goliath.


In a church newsletter, Bradford said, “I know that everything God is doing has a reason. I have learned the power of patience and perseverance. God has a purpose for everything, and I just need to trust God.”
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