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You and the Lord’s Prayer
I cannot say OUR, if my religion has no room for others and their need.

I cannot say FATHER, if I do not demonstrate this relationship in my daily living.

I cannot say WHO ART IN HEAVEN, if all my interests and pursuits are in earthly things.

I cannot say HALLOWED BE THY NAME, if I, who am called by His name am not holy.

I cannot say THY KINGDOM COME, if I am unwilling to give up my own sovereignty and accept the righteous reign of God.

I cannot say THY WILL BE DONE, if I am unwilling or resentful of having it in my life.

I cannot say ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN unless I am truly ready to give myself to His service here and now.

I cannot say GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD without expending honest effort for it or by ignoring the genuine needs of 

my fellowmen.

I cannot say FORGIVE US OUR TREPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TREPASS AGAINST US, if I continue to harbor a 

grudge against anyone.

I cannot say LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, if I deliberately choose to remain in a situation where I am likely to be tempted.

I cannot say DELIVER US FROM EVIL, if I am not prepared to fight in the spiritual realm with the weapon of prayer.
xI cannot say THINE IS THE KINGDOM, if I do not give the King the disciplined obedience of a loyal subject.

I cannot say THINE IS THE POWER, if I fear what my neighbors and friends may say or do.

I cannot say THINE IS THE GLORY, if I am seeking my own glory first.

I cannot say FOREVER, if I am too anxious about each day’s affairs.

I cannot say AMEN unless I honestly say, “Cost what it may, this is my prayer.”

-Author Unknown
June birthdays

1 Radar Maitland
10
Al Mutsch

1
Nathalie Roberts
11
LeRoy Augustin

3
Marilyn Wahl
17
Dorothy Ruck

5
(Mrs.) Gerry Pelat
18
Kimberly Jones

6
Jim Gygi
19
Tom Gardner

9
Bill Butchart
19
Hildegard Magerkurth

10
Frank Domanick
20
Lynne Wheeler

anniversaries

4
Richard & Katie Kreiss

5
Jack & Sharon Smith
6
Bill & Mary Fischer

7
Jerome & Nathalie Roberts

10
Russel & Thelma Moe

11
Bob & Evelyn Schultz

12
Jack & Dodie Crouch

12
Rev. John & Ginger Dede

13
Richard & Dorothy Rheinhardt

14
Henry & Joan Gerken

14
Rev. Edward & Esther Saresky

16
Bill & Loretta Dixon

16
Paul & Judi Field

19
Mike & Rose Szucs

27
Charles & Judy Meyer

28
Rev. Gary & Holly Genzen

What is a Father?

Being of the male species does not make a man a father, for a dad is a special blend of hero, disciplinarian, a friend, someone to look up to, someone to model…someone with a touch of “mother” in him, someone who lives the kind of life that makes you want to say, “I, too, shall follow him!”

Recognition Given for Service

The Lake-Sumter Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has earned the Chapter of Excellence Award for the second consecutive year. This award acknowledges the chapter’s leadership and members for the organizing and implementation of fundraiser and service projects in addressing community needs. The award was presented by the Florida Regional Financial Office of Thrivent for Lutherans to members of the Lake-Sumter Chapter, and was one of two such awards in the State of Florida. 


Robert Schultz, a Bethany member, was the president of the Lake-Sumter Chapter during the past two years.

Sue God…and Lose

Romanian convict Pavel Mircea recently accused the Almighty of “fraud and betrayal of trust.” Mircea, who’s serving 20 years in prison for murder, brought charges against “the defendant God, who lives in the heavens and is represented in Romania by the Orthodox Church.”


Mircea said God “was supposed to protect me from all evils.” A court dismissed the case saying, “God is not subject to law and does not have an address.”


We, however, are subject to God’s law.


Risk Management

A Great Lesson on Trust
God’s Word: “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me – just as the Father knows me and I know the Father – and I lay down my life for the sheep.” John 10:14-15

The practice of risk management is something that is becoming more prevalent in business and financial circles every day. Today, we can measure a particular stock or project’s risk with a number of instruments and formulations developed over the years. Although no one has discovered a flawless forecaster yet, we are becoming more and more dependent upon these instruments in our decision-making process. Without a doubt, the world would be a better place if everything was certain of success and there was no risk.


But that’s not the way it works.


Risk, I believe, is a valuable gift given to us in order to appreciate success. Without the possibility of failure our actions are merely complacent routines. Without risk, our standing up for what we believe would have no integrity or guts. Don’t get me wrong, however. There is a big difference between risk and danger. Danger may, in fact, be defined as one taking “foolish” risks. But regardless of the definition, we would like to manage (or decrease) our exposure to risk each and every day.


As I think about risk this morning, I think about Jesus and how He managed risk during His ministry. Without the use of Betas, regression analyses, or a political strategist, Jesus met risk head on. Some would even classify His actions as dangerous. In everything He did, He placed His physical comfort and security at risk. He risked His social standing by associating with those whom others wouldn’t associate with. He risked His position in theological circles for questioning the actions of the Temple priests. He risked His life by entering into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, knowing what lay ahead, and ultimately sacrificed it all for the sake of the world.


Come to think of it, Jesus wasn’t a very good risk manager by our definition today. He wasn’t afraid of risk and met it head on. Yet perhaps it may have been because He didn’t see His actions as possibly failing, but having ultimate success.


Wouldn’t it be great if we could live our lives each day knowing that we’ll ultimately succeed, taking risks in the name of and behalf of Jesus Christ? But hold the train! Why can’t we?


The choice is ours.

Copyright 2009 by Glenn Miller

Submitted by Betty Kopp

Evangelism Chairman

When on Vacation
When on vacation, be with us in spirit.

The rest of the summer, be with us in person.

Focusing on the Trinity

Christians are monotheists, meaning we believe in only one God. Yet we talk about the doctrine of the Trinity. In the church year, the Sunday after Pentecost is known as Trinity Sunday. It’s a day for focusing on what theologians call the Triune God—the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.


Someone said about the concept of the Trinity, “You will lose your soul if you don’t believe it, and you will lose your mind is you try to explain it.”


The bottom line is this: God (one Person) has been revealed to mankind in three ways. He is our Creator, who then came to Earth as our Savior (in the person of Jesus) and is eternally present with us as the Holy Spirit.


On Trinity Sunday, we praise our Triune God for meeting all our needs.

On Giving and Getting

British author Elizabeth Bibesco said, “Blessed are those who can give without remembering and take without forgetting.”


Can we follow her advice? Do we really need to keep a mental account of our sharing? Of course, we must keep financial records for tax purposes, but why dwell on our generosity? That might cultivate the sin of arrogant pride.


Instead, keep the good feeling derived from giving. Dwell on that joy rather than on the amount or the service given. Never forget what others have done for you. A grateful heart blesses you as well as the people you help.

Serving Bethany in June
Pastor’s Assistants:    8:00 a.m.   William Grill (2), Waldo 

                                                      Laabs, Tom  Prickett

10:30 a.m. Dennis Freitag, Tom 


          Gardner, Bill Dixon, Stan Dickey

Lectors:  8:00 a.m.   Caroline Rogers (2), Otto Beckendorf, 



Tom Prickett 


10:30 a.m.  Jean Delafchell, Tom Gardner,




Loretta Dixon, Gloria Dickey
Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Tracy McIntosh

10:30 a.m.
Dennis & Jan Freitag

Visitor’s Desk:
8:00 a.m.  Dolores Wilkins



10:30 a.m.  Jan Johnson

Ushers:
8:00 a.m.    Jack Smith* 
Harold Wilkins


10:30 a.m.
  Don Scherer*
Mike Szucs

Coffee Hour Hostesses:  Bob & Marlene Lampman, Edna Wibbeler

Altar Guild:  Bill & Norma Butchart

You’re invited

What?  A picnic-type supper with sloppy joes, hot dogs, baked beans, coleslaw, chips,

& “make your own sundae”!

When?  Saturday, June 13, 2009 at 5 p.m.

WHERE?  Kollmeyer Hall,

Bethany Lutheran Church

Tickets may be purchased in the narthex on Sundays, May 31 and June 7 for a donation of $5.00 each. Tickets will also be available at the door.


The speaker for the evening will be Kelly Smallridge, MA, Executive Director of Haven of Lake & Sumter Counties, Inc. A drawing will be held for jewelry provided by the Haven. Proceeds from this event will be donated to the Haven.


Questions may be directed to Jim and Jan Gygi, phone 408-6925.

Ice cream clip art


IN THE MARRY MONTH OF JUNE
Reflections on Love,
Weddings and Marriage


At a wedding rehearsal, a pastor whispered to the father of the bride, “As you give your daughter’s hand to the bridegroom, you should say something nice to him.”

The next day, during the wedding ceremony, the father, a grocery story manager, took the pastor’s advice. He placed the bride’s hand on his son-in-law’s arm and said, “No deposit. No return.”

♥

A young woman had dated her boyfriend for a long time without his ever mentioning marriage.

Her boyfriend took her to a Chinese restaurant one day, and asked her, “How do you like your rice? Steamed or fried?”


She looked at the menu and replied, “Thrown.”

♥

Comedian Red Skelton’s recipe for a good marriage:
“We always hold hands. If I let go, she shops.”

♥
Eve: “Adam, do you love me?”
Adam: “Who else?”

♥
ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE

A woman was driving home from a business trip in Arizona when she saw an old Navajo woman walking on the side of the road. She stopped the car and asked the Navajo woman if she would like a ride.

With a silent nod of thanks, the old woman got into the car. The old woman sat silently through the trip until she noticed a brown bag on the driver’s seat.


“What’s in the bag?” she asked.


“It’s a bottle of wine, “the driver replied. “I got it for my husband.”


“Good trade,” the Navajo woman said.

♥

A man went to see his pastor about getting a divorce. The pastor, who knew the man’s wife, said, “Now why would you want to divorce such a lovely wife? She is soft and gentle and also beautiful. I don’t understand what you have to complain about.”

The man took off his shoe and showed it to the pastor. “See this shoe,” he said. “The leather is soft and gentle and the craftsmanship is beautiful. But I’m the only one who knows it pinches.”

♥

Question: What are the two periods of life where men do not understand women?

Answer: Before and after marriage.

♥

We have twenty-seven more floral designs to sell at the Mistletoe Mart thanks to Sue Lunkes, Connie Grill, Madalon Ritter, June Gardner and Jan Gygi, who gathered together at Beverly Groh’s house in April. Thank you, ladies.  This was a very productive workshop.


Several volunteers attended the two day workshop held in May to start wrapping the Christmas gift boxes.  A total of 66 were wrapped during these sessions.  Our goal is 125, there-fore the ladies each took boxes home to wrap.  There are still more empty boxes available, so if you would be willing to help out, give Connie Grill a call.


A workshop will be held this month to continue working on the Boudoir Pillows which Darlene Luebben, June Gardner and Beverly Groh have been working on. Helpers are needed to glue on trim and hand sew ends shut.  Watch the narthex for the sign up sheet with date and time. This workshop will be held at Darlene Luebben’s home, which is in The Villages.


Can anyone give us a hand with sewing projects, which are printed on fabric? We have previously asked for volunteers and no one came forward. This time we are begging for helpers! Please contact Bev Groh if you can give us a hand.  Most of these are simple in nature and can be completed at your leisure.


Humor for the Hard Times

These days we appreciate a good day whenever possible. It can mean successfully dodging potholes. Or how about just avoiding those lame, incessant male enhancement commercials?

With daily news of stratospheric job losses, foreclosures, and lost benefits, this may sound unrealistic. But laughter may be the order of the day. Doctors would be advised to prescribe it. Seriously!


The fact – as many believe – that there is so little to laugh about is all the more reason to laugh and laugh often. So laugh and have, if not a good day, then at least a better day. Ultimately, however, a good day should be having faith in God and knowing what to do about it.

--Fr. James P. Walker

Youngstown, OH

FIRSTFRUITS


The Bible often mentions firstfruits.  In Biblical times this was taken literally.  This was a farming society.  People probably worried that if they gave the firstfruits they would not have enough for themselves.  We might be very reluctant to give anything away if we had to worry about the weather turning nasty and wiping out our share.  God commanded us to give our firstfruits so we would learn to trust him and to show others who was most important in their lives.


Today few of us are farmers, so we do not have to wait until harvest to learn to trust God.  He still wants us to give our firstfruits but most of us have regularly scheduled “harvests”. They might come every week or once a month, but they are still blessings from God and he still expects us to give the firstfruits!


This month we will give $200.00 to Bethesda Lutheran Home and $300.00 to Leesburg Food Bank.

Joyce Bussler

Stewardship Committee

I remembered this poem from when I was a young girl. It impressed me and I never forgot it. Many of us were poor at the time and had very little. This made me look at my life in a different way.

It’s not where you live, it’s how you live.

It’s not what you have, it’s what you give.

It’s not what you do, but how you do it.

That makes this life worth going through it.

Blessings, Betty Kopp

Hooray for Fathers

Use article

Labels & Box Tops for Education

On the next two pages you will find lists of the food and miscellaneous items which have UPC codes, labels and box tops that can be saved and brought to Bethany. They will be contributed to Faith Lutheran School, Eustis, to help with their education expenses. The collection box here at Bethany is under the narthex mailboxes. Edna Wibbeler is our coordinator for this worthwhile project.
The Bethany Messenger is published monthly

by Bethany Lutheran Church, 1334 Griffin Rd.,

Leesburg, FL 34748  (352) 787-7275

www.lutheransonline.com/bethanyleesburg

Editor:  Evelyn Schultz

e-mail: Bethanyluth@wmconnect.com
The editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.

The deadline for the July issue is June 21, 2009.








