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Remember your pledge this summer! 

Notes from the Pastor: 
This is part 4 of my 10 part series on the 

Historic Liturgy. This month we come to one 

of the high points of the service, one which is a 

part of the liturgy that was taken over from the 

liturgy of the Jews. This is so much a part of 

our liturgy that we might overlook its 

importance. I am talking about the public 

reading of Godôs Word. 

Several scripture passages themselves point to the importance and power in 

the reading of Godôs Word. Paul writes to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:15 

[ESV], 
15

from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

Wow! What power is given to the scriptures! In Romans 10:17 [ESV] Paul 

writes, 
17

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 

Christ. In 1 Timothy 4:13 [ESV], Paul encourages Timothy, the young 

pastor, among other things, 
13

Until I come, devote yourself to the public 

reading of Scripture. 

As I said before, the reading of the scriptures was a part of the Jewish liturgy 

in the synagogue, even in the time of Jesus. The services in which we see 

Jesus himself participating include the reading of the scriptures. (See, for 

example, Luke chapter 4.) 

In most Sunday morning divine services, we have a set of three readings, 

one from the Old Testament, one from the Epistles or letters in the New 
Testament, and one from one of the Gospels. Again, this has a long standing 

tradition in the church, though the reading of the Old Testament was 

something that had been a part of tradition that was lost for many years.  

We have a set of readings, set in advance, where various scriptures are read 

on particular Sundays and Festivals in the church year. The year follows a 

Historic Liturgy 
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plan or set of readings that bring out different aspects of Godôs gracious 

saving activity in Jesus Christ. We call this set of readings a ñlectionaryò and 

the plan for the year as the ñChurch year.ò The blessing of following this 

structure is that, through the year, we hear all the main and important points 

of scripture brought out, without letting the personal biases of the pastor or 

other leader setting the themes week after week. 

Once again, the reading of the scriptures is a high point of the service. This 

past Sunday (as I write this) we dedicated new pew Bibles. As part of that 

dedication, we did not print the scripture readings for the day, but instead 

listed page numbers for the readings in the bulletin, so people interested in 

reading along turned to those pages in the Bibles. No one commented to me 

about that practice, pro or con, but I wonder if this should be something we 

do more. It is good to open and become more familiar with the scriptures as 

a whole. Itôs easy to include the readings in the bulletin, but sometimes it is 

good to do things that are NOT so easy. It might even be good occasionally 

or even regularly just to LISTEN to the readings of the day. 

Well, this is about enough for this month. There is, as always, more that can 

be said, but I hope these words remind us of the importance of this topic. 

For an on-line resource this month, I encourage you to look at the new 

Issues, Etc., program and its web site: http://www.issuesetc.org 

In Christ our Lord, 

 
Pastor Franck 

HOW TO LIVE A CHRISTIAN LIFE  

Join us Sunday mornings at 8:15 for a study on the Christian 

life. We will be using a short book which is a re-translation and 

adapted version of Martin Luther's famous work, "On Christian 

Freedom." You can download a free copy at 

http://www.lutheranpress.com/docs/HTLACL2-fulltext.pdf 

Here are a few words from the Introduction: 

Luther [takes] two seemingly contradictory statements from the Apostle 

Paul and in the process of harmonizing them, ... helps to explain how the 
basic aspects of the life of the Christian (the Bible, the 10 Commandments, 

the Gospel, faith, love, good works, pastors, sermons, church services) can 
all be clearly and simply understood. In so doing, Luther constructs a small 

Christian dogmatics of sorts, and describes the essence of the Christian life. 

http://www.issuesetc.org/
http://www.lutheranpress.com/docs/HTLACL2-fulltext.pdf
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From the 

Church Office 
 
 

WOW!  The summer is just speeding byé. 

Several notes ï Did you notice the note in the bulletin regarding larger print 

bulletins?   As we grow older, many of us see a change in our vision and 

sometimes the smaller print gets harder and harder to read.  I know ï as I 

type the newsletter and the bulletin here at the office I have my screen on 

page width and it makes it so much easier to see just exactly what Iôm 

typing.   If it would be easier for you to read a larger print bulletin, please let 

the office know.  It would be a pleasure to print one or several larger print 

copies to make your worship life easier.   If you would prefer a larger print 

newsletter, that can also be arranged.  Just call me at the office during 

regular office hours. 

MISSING TABLE é. Itôs come to my attention that a very nice wooden 

table that had been in the narthex is missing.  Itôs a beautiful wooden table 

and used to be located next to the guest book where there is now a folding 

table about the same size.  We searched the church to see if it had been 

placed elsewhere é however itôs nowhere to be found.  Have you seen it?  

Let us know.  Weôd really like to have it back in its rightful place.  Thanks 

for your help! 

We will moving the food shelf upstairs to the cloak room.  This is on a 

temporary basis for security reasons.  Your comments and suggestions will 

be most welcome.   

Volunteers are needed on Sundays!  When you note those serving at Mount 

Olive on the inside cover of this newsletter, please consider signing up to 

help count on a Sunday or even to help serve at a coffee fellowship.  There 

are quite a few blank spaces where you are needed.   Thanks so very much. 

Continue to enjoy your Summer! 

In Christôs Love, 

Connie 

òThis is the day the Lord 
has made, let us be glad 
and rejoice in it.ó 

 Psalm 118:24 
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Highlights from the 

Board of Elders: 

 
 

The Board of Elders has been meeting twice a month over the last few 

months during a transition to a more active role in the church governance. 

They may soon be going back to a monthly meeting as some of the tasks 

they are currently overseeing are being handed to other people and groups. 

Some of the matters they have been considering include the following: 

Campus Ministry: Hiring Tyson Sievers as our Campus Ministry 

Coordinator.  (Installation will be in August.)  Various summer issues have 

been going on, including cleaning and maintenance at Luther House. Roof 

shingles should be inspected.  Jeff Stephenson agreed to chair a special 

campus ministry committee. 

Many inactive members have been contacted. 

The Church Pictorial Directory has been going on. 

A neighbor desires access across our property for maintenance on a retaining 

wall. The elders and others have been working out details. 

The infrared hearing assistance in the sanctuary was repaired and is now 

working.  A better system is being looked at for possible future purchase. 

The financial situation at Mount Olive is being looked at by a special 

committee. 

A neighboring organization, Choice Unlimited, asked to use our fellowship 

hall two days a week for their work with disabled adults.  After some 

investigation, this request was approved. 

Upcoming congregational and votersô meetings were scheduled for 

September 28 and November 23. 

The lack of a choir director for fall is being discussed, along with several 

choir options. 
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Some Financial 

GOOD News:  

A HUGE THANK YOU to all who 

have responded to our earlier 

concerns on finances.  Usually in 

summer, offerings begin to decrease 

due to vacations and the general 

hectic lives we all have here in the 

Northland. That trend was reversed 

in June with our cash reserves increasing by $2629 and our mortgage 

reduced another $1177.  Please continue remembering Mt. Olive each 

Sunday as we head into the second half of summer. We're not out of the 

woods yet, but the forest isn't quite as dark as it was a month ago.  

      Again, THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

"Operation Iraqi Suppliesó 

"Operation Iraqi Supplies" seeks to assist Iraqi citizens with basic clothing 

and medication needs. Sgt. Jonathan Fondow, son of the MN North District 

President, has requested our help. Needed items include: new/gently used 

men's, women's, and children's clothing; shoes, sandals, flip flops; blankets; 

bandages; band-aids; antibiotic cream; burn cream; aspirin; and other 

common over-the-counter medications. The Sarah Circle will coordinate 

collection and shipment of items donated by Mt. Olive members. Drop-off 

boxes are provided in the Upper Room. Please think "lightweight" to help 

keep shipping costs affordable. (Perhaps that heavy, 

wool coat can find a new home locally!) If you would 

like to make a contribution towards shipping costs, 

please place your check or money 

in an envelope and mark it 

"Operation Iraqi Supplies" and 
put it in the offering  
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Choir/Music Survey 
After years of dedicated service, Beth Esselstrom 

has resigned as Choir Director/Accompanist as of 

September 2008.  Bethôs efforts and service have 

been greatly appreciated, however her decision has 

precipitated significant discussion at the recent 

votersô meeting and by the Board of Elders regarding the future of the choir 

and music at our worship services due to the limited and declining 

participation in the choir.  After extended discussion, the Board of Elders 

decided to conduct a survey of the members of Mt. Olive to determine the 

level of interest in participating in the music program, the level of 

participation and schedule options for participation.  This will allow the 

Board of Elders to make further decisions regarding the music program and 

its future at Mt. Olive.  The Board of Elders respectfully requests that those 

members interested in participating in the choir/music program complete 

the survey and either place it in the offering plate or box in the narthex 
by August 3

rd
 and the results will be published in the September newsletter 

and Sunday bulletins.  Thank you very much for your time, consideration 

and service.     Respectfully Submitted, 

Ed Martinson, 

Board of Elders 

June 24, 2008 

Name ______________________________________________ 

I am willing to participate as/in 

Ç Choir Director 

Ç Choir Member 

Ç Small Musical Groups (i.e. Duets, Quartets, etc.) 

I am willing to participate in the following frequency/basis: 

Ç Weekly 

Ç Two times/month 

Ç Monthly 

Ç Special Services/Events (i.e. Christmas, Easter, etc.) 

Ç Occasionally 

Practice Schedule Options: Please rank by preference (1,2, etc) 

_ Sunday after worship 

_ Sunday 9
AM

 (not to interfere with Bible Study schedule) 

_ Wednesday 6:30
PM 

(previous schedule) 

_ Other: Please specify day/time ___________________ 

 

Thanks, Beth 
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Our Stewardship Response 
 Average Sunday  

Attendance  
Total Bapti zed 

Members  
% Attended  

Worship  Services ð June 2008 103 351 29% 

 Applicable 
Offerings 
Received 

Required for 
Budget  

Under/Over 
Budget  

Operating 
Fund 

Balance 

Change in 
Operating 

Fund Balance 

June 2008 $ 18,598  $ 20,490 $ (1,892) $ 9,061   $2,629/ month  

Year-to-date $ 91,973  $ 106,546  $ (14,573)    $ (6,741)/YTD  

 
Memorials  

Remodeling 
Fund 

Family 
Assistance 

Total 
Dedicated 

Funds 

Total Funds  
6/30/08 

Fund Balances $ 133 $ 11,300 $ 6,053 $ 49,005 $ 58,066 

June Highlights 

 June was a five Sunday month.   

 Applicable Offerings were 18,598 

 $1,892 less than budget for the month and $14,573 less than year-

to-date budget 

 $23,331 total deposit for the month 

 $1,177 for Mortgage Fund ($5,171 year-to-date) 

 Applicable offerings are $8,391 ahead of same last year, but 

expenses have increased at a greater percentage 

 Carpet fundraiser has paid for the new carpeting 

 

If you are interested in more detailed information, complete Financial 

Secretaryôs and Treasurerôs Reports are posted on the bulletin board in the 

Upper Room. 
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Food Shelf 

Replenishment  

for SEPTEMBER 
During the month of September, the Sarah 

Circle will be hosting a Food Shelf Marathon.  

Instead of bringing in food items on the first 

Sunday of September, we will be collecting specific items every Sunday in 

September.  We had such a good response last time we did this, we thought 

it would be good to do it again.  Our food shelf is being used much more 

often with the rising costs of gas and food.  Following are items we have 

come up with for each Sunday: 

September 7
th
  Breakfast Items (hot & cold cereal; granola bars; cereal 

bars; juice; coffee; tea; hot chocolate; dried fruit; pancake mix; 

pop tarts; syrup; powdered/dry milk; etc.) 

September 14
th
  Fruit & Vegetables (canned fruit & vegetables; dried fruit; 

jam & jelly; raisins; tomato & V8 juice; jello cups; fruit cups, 

etc.) 

September 21
st
  Meat & Protein (canned meats; canned fish; peanut butter; 

nuts; spam; dried meats; beef jerky; cheese whiz; sausage that 

doesnôt require refrigeration until opened; etc.) 

September 28
th
 
 

 Meals (spaghetti & sauce; tuna helper & tuna; chicken 

helper & chicken; pizza kits; Chinese meal kits; chili & 

crackers; soup & crackers; taco kits; macaroni & cheese; 

canned pastas; noodle-roni; rice-a-roni; etc.) 

These are just some ideas for each week.    Use your imagination for other 

items that would work each week.  You only need to bring one item to fit the 

category each week.  If you want to bring more than one item, that is fine, 

but only one item is requested each week. 

Please remember to bring NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS ONLY.  We also 

ask that you not bring any outdated food items.  They cannot be put on the 

shelf and will be thrown away. 

Thank you for helping to keep our food shelf full.  Any questions, please 

talk to a member of the Sarah Circle 
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Mt. Olive is invited to: 

 

Service of Installation of the 

Rev. John Wurst 

Lutheran Church  

of Christ the King 

4219 Grand Ave., Duluth 

Sunday, August 10, 2008 

4:00 p.m. 

 

 Our own Rev. Robert C. Franck will be the installation official, 

representing the North District President Jon Fondow.  A dinner (ham, 

cheesy potatoes, green beans, white cake and punch) will follow the service. 

 

 

HOSPICE VOLUNTEERING!  

Do you have a couple hours you could spare weekly?  

Do you like to òfeel neededó? 

Do you think th ose that are sick and elderly  

could use a little more T.L.C. in their lives?  

WELL, THEN, I HAVE AN OPENING 

FOR YOU! 

Call Marilyn Fifield, St. Lukeõs Hospice 

Volunteer coordinator  

@218-249 -6105 or email, 

mfifield @slhduluth.com 

LOOKING FORWARD TO YOUR CONTACT ! 

mailto:mfifield@slhduluth.com
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LWML RETREAT 

Where:  LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP 

When:   August 8, 9, 10, 2008 

Registration:  4 ï 6 p.m. 

(Bring a sack lunch supper) 

 

Mr. Gary Thies, Mission Developer Counselor with the LCMS, will 

speak to us about his activities with Mission Central.  The Mathison 

Family will be entertaining us on Saturday evening, there will be Servant 

Events on Saturday afternoon, if you want to participate. 

Join us for fun, food and great fellowship!! 

 

ATTENTION:  This year we are combining the Young Womenôs Retreat 

with the Fall Retreat.  Remember Moms, Lutheran Island Camp offers Kids 

Camps that week-end. For more information call LIC at 218-583-2905 or   

checkout their website at islandcamp.org 

Registration blanks for the Retreat are available in the Spring MN Northern 

Light Newsletter, June/July Lutheran Witness, or LWML website: 

www.lwmlmnn.org 

 

Registration forms are also available in the church office. 

Registration Deadline:  August 1, 2008 

http://www.lwmlmnn.org/
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