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January 8, 2009

BIG BEAR CONFERENCE WEBSITE

www.lutheransonline.com/bigbearconference
Anyone can look at the site without registering.  If you want to interact on the website you need to register.  There are two options to register; Option A – Full Access and Option B – Limited Access.  Option A requires a nine-digit Thrivent ID number beginning with a “5.” Or you can enter your SSN. Plus you will need to enter your Birth Date.  This will ultimately be the easier route if you are a Thrivent member.

Option B will provide you with access to Lutherans Online, where the website is located, plus some secure, online financial tools.

What does the website offer? 

Currently, the website offers a link to each of the 13 churches located in the Big Bear Conference.  There is a link to the Pacifica Constitution which can also be found on the Pacifica Synod website.  Chapter 12 of the constitution outlines the authority of Conferences in Pacifica.
There is a calendar which will outline important events that are forthcoming.

There is a place to “Chat.”  This is something like “instant messenger” but is limited to registered members of the website.  Say the Dean calls for a CHAT on January 22nd at 9 AM.  All Big Bear Conference registered members could logon and CHAT with each other.  It would be like a conference call but with written dialogue.
And there is a Message Board to hold more lengthy discussions on different topics concerning the Conference.  Currently there is a thread about Church Audits that Pastor Patricia has started.

The website has more potential including posting photos and posting newsletters but these are not currently being used.

It is up to the Big Bear Conference members to decide how this website can and will be used.
