Dear Friends in Christ,
 

In April this year I travelled to visit our companion churches in the Republic of Namibia and two ELCA Global mission personnel who are teaching at Lutheran high schools in different parts of the country.  

I also went to see and hear about the flooding which affected the northern part of the country when heavy rains in Angola caused rivers to burst their banks in February and March.  It was the worst flooding experienced since May 1969.  Some 70, 000 people have been affected by the flood and more than 4 000 displaced. Many are staying with relatives and some have been provided with temporary shelter.  
 

A local pastor Rev. Omakali said that people in rural areas were most severely affected.  Education was severely disrupted, with some schools having been closed for three months. Inaccessible health facilities, the non-payment of pensions for senior citizens and damage to roads and bridges added to the problems.  

The heavy rains and flooding damaged the majority of crops.  In addition in some areas had an army worm infestation which further decimated millet crops as well. As we travelled along the main road we saw men, women and children fishing in the flooded areas with nets and fishing lines.  Some had set up tents and were drying and selling fish. People are being warned on the radio to beware of contaminated water and water borne-diseases.  There are fears of an increase in malaria in the region.  People are being issued with malaria bed nets and water purification tablets. 
At Ongwediva we stopped at a tented camp set up for flood victims.  There were about 30 large green army tents, outdoor toilets and showers for the several hundred people at the camp.  We saw a group of about 50 people gathered under a tree singing hymns.  My guide from the local church headquarters Ms. Uule went over and found out that it was a morning devotion and catechism class led by a member from the local Lutheran congregation. Ms. Uule told the group about the $50,000 relief assistance sent to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia (ELCIN) by ELCA Global Mission and expressed thanks for the support (See The Lutheran, April 2008, page 48).  I brought a short greeting and  then asked if one of the group could tell about their experience.   One young woman with a baby on her lap raised her arm and through the interpretation provided by Ms. Uule told us the following:

The flood waters came up during the night.  On the first day they tried to use sand bags to protect their house but on the second day they had to flee to higher ground with the children and with hardly any of their possessions.  They reported to the municipality and were transported to the local Trade Center for shelter and then later to the tented camp across the road.  She and her family have been away from home for 3 months.  They went to see their home last Sunday but it was still “occupied by water and fish.”  As she spoke her voice faltered and she stopped talking.  When asked others in the group said that their stories were the same.  

The government and several organizations such as the Red Cross were on the scene right away as was the Lutheran church which is the largest church in Namibia.  The church bought and delivered food supplies, blankets and fire wood to flood victims. 
Recently the ELCIN leadership held a strategy planning session to address short, medium and long term needs for those affected by the flood including counseling and the provision of assistance such as building materials and seeds. A relief fund account will be established for donations from local congregations and overseas partners.   We will continue to follow the situation in northern Namibia and support the relief work and ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia.
 

Thank you for your prayers, involvement in and support for ELCA Global Mission.
 

Yours faithfully,
Philip Knutson (Rev. Dr.)
ELCA Global Mission
Regional Program Assistant - Southern Africa
Cape Town
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