Dear Friends in Christ,

I recently visited Hillbrow, which is one of most densely populated urban areas in Africa with numerous blocks of high-rise apartment buildings overlooking the downtown area of Johannesburg.    

Since the 1990’s and the end of enforced segregation under Apartheid the demographics of the area have shifted dramatically.  Due to “white-flight,” and the influx of new residents from other parts of Johannesburg and migrants from neighboring countries, unemployment, overcrowding and lack of upkeep by renters and landlords, crime and urban decay have taken a heavy toll.  However, the government, private enterprise and non-governmental organizations including churches have now entered into various partnerships to bring about urban renewal in the city center. 

I was visiting Johannesburg with Pastor Brian and Kristen Konkol who recently arrived in South Africa to serve as country coordinators for the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program.  We came to visit Pastor Morwaeng Motswasele who serves as an outreach pastor in Hillbrow and to talk about future possibilities for ELCA young adult volunteers/interns in the area.

In 2006 the Central Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (ELCSA), under the leadership of Bishop N. Phaswana, decided to work with the Hillbrow Outreach Foundation established by the ELCSA (N-T).  The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Global Mission agreed to provide some financial support for this new urban mission outreach initiative.

Besides Sunday worship services and visits to apartment dwellers in the area a wide range of activities are also offered through the Outreach Foundation to local residents including a music center, drama and dance workshops, a sewing project, a computer-training center and care for AIDS orphans. 

Rev. Motswasele is involved in various outreach programs including what is known as Kid’s Weeks, which are presented as a positive alternative to life on the streets.  Up to 300 children participate in these activities during school vacations. Each day the children participate in a full program of games, listening to Bible stories and doing crafts, drama, music and sports on the church premises. 

As companions in God’s Mission with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa we look forward to learning from, walking and working with Pastor Motswasele and the ELCSA Central Diocese in the Hillbrow urban outreach program.

Thank you for your continued prayers and support for God’s Mission locally and globally.

I look forward to seeing many of you when we are in the USA this summer on Home Assignment and at the Global Mission Event in La Crosse, Wisconsin July 17-20, 2008.

Yours faithfully,

Philip J.  Knutson (Rev. Dr.)

ELCA Global Mission

Regional Program Assistant – Southern Africa

Cape Town
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