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Subject: LOVE

Keeping in mind that we celebrate Valentine’s Day in February, I know all of you will LOVE this!!!

In a survey of 4-8 year olds, kids share their views on love. But what do little kids know about love? Read on and be surprised that despite their young and innocent minds, kids already have a simple, but deep grasp of that four-letter word.

· Love is that first feeling you feel before all the bad stuff gets in the way.

· When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t bend over and paint her toenails anymore. So my grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis, too.

· When someone loves you, the way she says your name is different. You know that your name is safe in her mouth.

· God could have said magic words to make the nails fall off the cross, but he didn’t. That’s love.

· Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and smell each other.

· Love is when you to out to eat and give somebody most of your French fries without making them give you any of theirs.

· Love is what makes you smile when you’re tired.

· Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before giving it to him, to make sure the taste is ok.

· Love is what’s in the room at Christmas if you stop opening presents for a minute and look around.

· Love is hugging. Love is kissing. Love is saying no.

· When you tell someone something bad about yourself and you’re scared she won’t love you anymore. But then you get surprised because not only does she love you, she loves you even more.

· Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it everyday.

· Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after they’ve known each other so well.

· Love comes from people’s hearts, but God makes hearts!
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Birthdays 
This month




2	Alice Schmidt	15	Ed Charlebois
3	Dodie Crouch	18	Rev. Gary Genzen
5	June Gardner	18	Justine Staffig
6	Nancy Scherer	22	Thelma Moe
7	Cliff Lunkes	22	Judy Striker
8	Ed Ferworn	25	Beverly Groh
11	EunaEngel	27	Judi Field
11	Marge Limegrover	27	Carol Prickett
11	Eileen Mutsch	27	Audrey Werman
14	Earl Brewer	28	Shirley Fuhlbrigge
15	Dennis Boyle




anniversaries




	11	Max &Janet Heavenrich
	13	Ralph & Nancy Babarsky
	20	Erik & Sherri Field
	20	Vernon & Josephine Phillips
	25	Armin & Shirley Fuhlbrigge
	27	Bill & Norma Butchart
	28	Nick & Ann Burko


Encouraging Words

· I am made in God’s image, and he doesn’t make any junk. God loves me and wants me to live a fulfilled life.
· Communing with God constantly brings light, direction and blessings from him.
· Life is astonishingly wonderful. Even the rough spots often turn out to be pluses. Hard lessons make me wiser, kinder and more fruitful.
· When I feel boxed-in or blocked, I can know that in God’s good time, he will help me be victorious.



Be A Disciple

	A girl returning home from Sunday school expressed dis-appointment with the class’s reaction after the days’ lesson.
	“We were taught to go into all the world and make disciples of all nations,” she said, “but we just sat!”
--Source unknown

Anyway

People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centered;
	Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish ulterior motives;
	Be kind anyway.
If you are honest, people may cheat you;
	Be honest anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, people may be jealous of you;
	Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow;
	Do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough;
	Give the world the best you’ve got anyway.
You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God.
	It was never between you and them anyway.
--”The Paradoxical Commandments,” Kent M. Keith



Love Conquers All

	The love for equals is a human thing—of friend for friend, brother for brother. It is to love what is loving and lovely. The world smiles.
	The love for the less fortunate is a beautiful thing—the love for those who suffer, for those who are poor, the sick, the failures, the unlovely. This is compassion, and it touches the heart of the world.
	The love for the fortunate is a rare thing—to love those who succeed where we fail; to rejoice without envy with those who rejoice, the love of the poor for the rich…The world is always bewildered by its saints.
	And then there is the love for the enemy—love for the one who does not love you but mocks, threatens and inflicts pain. The tortured’s love for the torturer. This is God’s love. It conquers the world.
--Frederick Buechner,
The Magnificent Defeat



“Haiku for the Heart”






Pastor’s pen

Read 1 John 4:7-12 and John 13:31-35
“…God is love…”  1 John 4:8

VALENTINE’S DAY…EVERYDAY!

	Although Valentine’s Day is a popular secular holiday in America, it was originally a Christian feast day celebrating the martyrdom of a Christian saint named Valentine. Unfortunate-ly, his life has been largely lost to history and it’s no longer clear precisely what he did. In fact, it’s not precisely known who he is because there were at least three different Vsalentines in the early Christian church.
	“According to one story, Roman emperor Claudius II imposed a ban on marriages because too many young men were dodging the draft by getting married (only single men had to enter the army). A Christian priest named Valentinus was caught performing secret marriages and sentenced to death. While awaiting execution, young lovers visited him with notes about how much better love is than war—the first “valentines.” The execution occurred in 269 A.D. on February 14th. (Source: About.com) It was Pope Gelasius I in 469 who, wanting to replace the pagan celebrations of love and fertility, honored Valentinus with a feast day and this became the Christian basis for Valentine’s Day.
	Of course, love is no stranger to the Christian faith. Paul, writing to the Corinthians, said: “Now these three abide: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love” (1 Cor. 13:13). The love that Paul is writing about is agape love. Of the three kinds of love, this is the greatest kind because it describes the sacrificial love of Jesus Christ. Agape describes how Jesus humbled Himself and gave His life for the sins of the world. It describes how Jesus was always putting aside His own will in order to please The Father who had sent Him to be our Savior. It describes how Jesus was always seeking the lost putting their needs above His own. It describes what moved Him to bring the light of the saving Gospel so that all men may be delivered from the dominion of darkness and translated into the kingdom of light.
	Agape love is the kind of love that Jesus is commanding us to have for one another. In fact, it is this kind of love that is the distinguishing mark of all Christians. It’s the kind of love that ought to happen every day. It’s the kind of love that gives life it special quality. Loving others as Jesus loves them makes the soul soar to heights it could never go on its own. When a man experiences the love that Jesus has for him, he can’t help but witness to whomever will listen.
	And witness we must! How can we keep hidden the love Jesus has shown to us? In fact, the writer of Proverbs 27:5 says, “Open rebuke is better than hidden love.”  What he means by hidden love is the love that takes no action. So make this Valentine’s Day a special one. Give someone the best Valentine’s Day gift possible—Jesus!
Pastor Marc
The College Questions

	Why do so many people read the Bible? Of course, it is because it is the Word of God. People also read the Bible because it answers life’s deepest questions. Perhaps you’ve heard of “the college questions”—so called because they’re often asked on college campuses. Perhaps you’ve asked them yourself:

	Who am I?
	Why am I here?
	Where did I come from?
	What is my purpose?
	What is the significance of my life?
	Where am I going?
	What is my destiny?
	What should I do?
	How should I live?

	The Bible answers all these questions. It has answers that are found nowhere else in the world. And it contains about eight thousand promises that we can count on. In Joshua 1:8, we read that God’s love will make us wise unto salvation! In Philippians 4:19, God promises to meet the believer’s needs through Christ Jesus. In James 1:5, we’re promised that if we ask for wisdom from God, He will grant it. A promise is only as good as the one who makes the promise. When God promises us something, it’s as good as done. Our job is to learn those promises and apply them to our lives.
Submitted by Jim Boyle for the Board of Elders























“The Bible is the best gift God has given to men. All the good Savior gave to the world was communicated through this book. But for it we would not know right from wrong. All things desirable for man’s welfare, here and in the hereafter, are to be found portrayed in it.”
--Abraham Lincoln

Serving Bethany in February

Pastor’s Assistants:  8:00 a.m.   Tom Prickett (2),Waldo 
					Laabs, Tom Gardner
	10:30 a.m.  Dennis Freitag (2), Stan
			Dickey, Bill Dixon 

Lectors: 	8:00 a.m. 	Tom Prickett (2), Lois Laabs, Tom  
		Gardner
	10:30 a.m. Sharon Orluck, Gloria Dickey, Marlene Lampman, Loretta Dixon

Greeters:	8:00 a.m.	Otto & Cindy Beckendorf
	10:30 a.m.	Bill & Shirley Duke

Visitor’s Desk:	8:00 a.m.  Dolores Wilkins
		10:30 a.m.  Sharon Orluck

Ushers:	8:00 a.m.   Jake* & Jean Dersch 6th & 27th 
		Bill* & Connie Grill 13th & 20th 
	10:30 a.m.	 Earl Brewer*   Tom Prickett

Coffee Hour Hostesses: Ann & Nick Burko, Earl Brewer,
			Carol Prickett

Altar Guild:  Earl Brewer







Help wanted

	The Bethany quilters have a large stash of fabric to make quilts for Lutheran World Relief and lap robes for local nursing homes, but not enough hands to do the work. They try to meet on Tuesday mornings at 9 a.m. and assemble these items. The quilt and lap robe tops are pieced off site and usually matched up with backings. The women lay these out and add a “filler” for warmth, then pin them together around the edges. The next step is to have them stitched, again off-site. When the quilts and lap robes are sent back to the church they are ready to tie, actually called “knottin’”, using yarn at measured intervals to hold everything in place and to maintain their shape. There is no actual quilting done.
	The ladies who would like to continue doing this are seeking your help. If there are no volunteers, the materials that are on hand will most likely be donated to another Lutheran church that makes quilts for World Relief.
	This past December 77 lap robes were distributed to four local nursing homes and they were very appreciative. Some were used as Christmas gifts for residents who otherwise may not have received anything. Records (since Sept. 1999) show 698 lap robes completed to date.
	The quilt records (dating from Nov. 1995) tell us that 420 full size quilts (60x 80 inches) have been made. This month  Bethany will send another shipment to Lutheran World Relief.
	If you can help or have questions, please contact Jean Dersch or Evelyn Schultz.

Future of the Church/Building
Planning Committee Update

	I want to take this opportunity to provide you with a summary of the activity that has taken place with the Future of the Church/Building Planning Committee during the past two months. 
	The committee met on December 20 to discuss moving forward with the congregation’s approval on December 19 of a motion to accomplish a survey of the church property at a cost not to exceed $2,500. The survey was intended to identify any limits to constructing an addition to the existing church building. The meeting resulted in our extending an invitation to Wagner Construction, Ken Grill and others, to meet with the committee at 1:00 p.m. on January 6 to discuss the development of a proposed building expansion using the results of the survey. 
	The committee met with Mr. Grill and others on January 6 and agreed that Wagner Construction would develop proposed expansion drawings, plans and a cost estimate that would provide a basis for church members and leadership to discuss needs for additional space, and evaluate what has been proposed in light of space and dollar considerations. Following Mr. Grill’s remarks, committee members discussed how we might move forward in conjunction with the Building Committee under the leadership of the Chairperson for the Building Committee. It was decided that we would remain meeting together for the time being until the needs for a building have been developed and a proposed structure has been agreed upon. 
	During our last meeting on January 18, we discussed the importance of and the need for obtaining “needs input” from church committees. The results of the survey, when complete, will be used to determine what additional space as well as kitchen and restroom modification is considered necessary. The Building Committee Chairperson has already begun discussions to determine the needs and developing a list of the results of the discussions. A formal process including providing a written request and obtaining a written response from each of the committees describing requests and requirements was considered key to validating and conveying the information to the congregation. Methods of financing the building effort were also considered. Topics included the importance of visibility of the activities using progress charts and other approaches to keep the members of the congregation informed. 
Tom Prickett
Chairperson











Rummage & bake sale







	The annual Rummage and Bake Sale, a project sponsored by Bethany Women’s Guild, will be held Friday, March 4th and Saturday, March 5th. This year we will be open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on both days, with the traditional $1.00 a bag sale on Saturday at noon. The “Early Bird Sale” will be Thursday evening, March 3rd, from 5-7 p.m. On this evening only there will be a $3.00 admission charge.
	We plan to start setting up on Monday, February 28th, and all through that week. Helpers are needed to set up, price, and then sell. On Saturday, around 1 p.m., we will need men and women to pack up the leftovers for the Habitat for Humanity truck to pick up about 2:15 p.m. that afternoon.
	We need all the help we can get, so if you can spare some time that week, we would love to have you. Working on this project is always a lot of fun and a great way to get to know one another. A sig-up sheet will be in the narthex, starting on Sunday, February 6th.
Please deliver any donations for the rummage  sale starting on Sunday, February 27th and through Thursday morning of that week. Donations of baked goods are also needed and you can deliver these starting on Thurs., March 3rd.







lwml

	Last November the Fall “Two-Zone Rally”, combining Orlando East and West Zones, was held at Zion New Life Church in Winter Garden, with Pastor Marc from Bethany preaching the communion service. It is now Bethany’s honor to host the annual Spring Rally of the Orlando West Zone. Rally date is Saturday, April 9.
	Bethany will first host a Rally planning meeting on Saturday, February 26, at 10 a.m., which will be conducted by the Zone officers and attended by representatives from other LWML societies in our zone, and Bethany’s Rally Committee.
	Bethany’s Rally Committee will be in charge of registration, preparing and serving a light breakfast and a lunch, preparing the altar for Holy Communion and cleaning up after the service, designating a local charity as recipient of Gifts from the Heart, arranging for a representative from the charity to be present to receive the gifts following their dedication, and providing facilities for doing whatever servant event(s) may be decided on. Whew! But these are helping roles; the Zone Officers will “put on” the program! Expenses for food, registration materials, and other expendables are covered by Rally registration fees.
	Ladies, be happy hostesses for our LWML sisters! Serve the Lord with gladness! The Committee will form in February.
	In 2010, Bethany’s contributions to LWML Mites, which fund worthy missions projects in our District and worldwide, totaled $811.74. Mites are collected in a large Mite Box in the narthex on the first Sunday of each month, and at Women’s Guild meetings.
With you in Christ,
Thelma Moe,
LWML Representative.








Secret Sisters


	The days fly by—pray for your Sis!! Mark your calendar with her special dates! Find a monthly “excuse” for sending her a little reminder that you’re keeping her in your mind and HEART!












New choir director





	The choir is happy to introduce to you their new choir director, Mrs. Tish McMahan. Tish was born in Rochester, NY and started playing the piano at age 6. She took voice lessons at the Eastman School of Music, and majored in piano at Ithaca College in New York State. Tish has subbed as organist at St. Alban’s in St. Petersburg and has played at numerous other churches. She has directed the Musicale Chorus at Highland Lakes for ten years and is a member of the B Sharp Choirchime group there.
	She is married to Charlie McMahan, who commutes between Florida and Kentucky where he has a business. Tish lives in Highland Lakes with her dog, Luigi, a Chinese pug. She loves to travel and tries to go to Italy each summer. One of her hobbies is quilting and she makes stuffed toy dogs and gives them to the advocacy program for abused children in Leesburg. She also stitches soft toys, such as blocks, for the blind babies and children who her good friend, Charleen Bagnato, works with.
	According to Tish, no one pronounces her last name right. So introduce yourself and find out the correct way!! And she invites you to come and join the Bethany choir.







“Have You Met?”

	Hi, I’m Dodie Crouch, and I became a Charter Member of Bethany Lutheran Church in 1962. I was born in Yankton, South Dakota where I received my education (grades K-12) and then attended the University of South Dakota.
	I was a public school teacher in Sioux City, Iowa, Palatine/Arlington Heights, IL and I taught for seventeen years at Faith Lutheran School in Eustis, FL. Other residences were Auburn, AL, Idaho Falls, ID, and Durham, NC where my husband played baseball.
	My son was born in Miami, FL and my daughter in Leesburg, FL, in the backroom of the doctor’s office. There were no hospitals in Leesburg at the time and only five doctors had practices in Leesburg.
	I enjoy decorative painting, card making, scrapbooking, general crafts and reading. I reside in Fruitland Park and have been a Florida resident for fifty years.

















Eau de Hymnal

	Jonathan Acuff, author of Stuff Christians Like, reminisces about what church smells like to him: “That odd bouquet of faded red or blue hymnals, old yellowed paper and slight undertones of hand sweat.” He laments that worship music “splashed on video screens” lacks a scent.
	Acuff dreams of creating a cologne and perfume that smell like old hymnals. “In the meantime,” he writes, “I think I’m going to find a small church and roll around in a bunch of hymnals when no one is looking, like Scrooge McDuck in his money vault.”













The Bethany Messenger is published monthly
by Bethany Lutheran Church, 1334 Griffin Rd.,
Leesburg, FL 34748  (352) 787-7275
www.lutheransonline.com/bethanyleesburg
Editor:  Evelyn Schultz
e-mail: Bethany1334@aol.com
The editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
The deadline for the March issue is February 20, 2011.
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Keeping in mind that we celebrate Valentine’s Day in February, I know all of you will 

LOVE this!!!

 

 

In a survey of 4
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8 year olds, kids share their views on love. But what do little kids know about love? Read on and be surprised that 
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·

 

When someone loves you, the way she says your name is different. You know that your name is safe in her mouth.

 

 

·

 

God could have said magic words to make the nails fall off the cross, but he didn’t. That’s love.

 

 

·

 

Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a 

boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and smell each other.
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Love is when you to out to eat and give somebody most of your French fries without making them give you any of theirs.
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Love is what makes you smile when you’re tired.
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Love is when my momm

y makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before giving it to him, to make sure the taste is ok.

 

 

·

 

Love is what’s in the room at Christmas if you stop opening presents for a minute and look around.

 

 

·

 

Love is hugging. Love is kissing. Love is saying no.

 

 

·

 

When you tell someone something bad about yourself and you’re scared she won’t love you anymore. But then you get surprised 

because not only does she love you, she loves you even more.

 

 

·

 

Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it eve

ryday.

 

 

·

 

Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after they’ve known each other so well.
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Love comes from people’s hearts, but God makes hearts!

 

 

