THE TRAVELER

Freedom Packages

As we sincerely hope that our
troops will be able to pull out of Irag as
ch:l:z‘.y as possible, we are reminded that
they are stll there, and many are in
hospitzls In Europe. An organization in
Rockford has been sending “Freedom
Packages” [0 thess troops @ a show of
suppart for them, If you would Iike to
contribute to these packages, 3 box will
b placed near the mallbaxes to recelve
}rour donations. Suggested [Tems rangs
rom backpacks and portable CD players
to stamps and batteries.  Shorts and
sweatshirts for both men and women
are needed, Tolletry items and bDooks,
cards, domings, yo-yo's and hand-held
games are also welcome. A detalied list
will be attached to the box with more
suggestions, Thank you for supporting
our men and wamen 50 far from home,

Three Kings Day

January & marks the day of
Epiphany, the arrival of the thres kings
or wise men. The three klnfgés were tha
Gentiles wha “came from afar’ ©o offer
gifts to the Christ child, The meaning of
the event s that Jesus came as Lord not
only for Jews, but for Gentiles as well,
Christ is the Savior of the world — the
whole world, 5

Three Kings Day — or Dia de
los Reves In Spanish — is celebrated in
many places around the world on
January &, Last year In Phoenix alone,
more tham 25000 Latinas and others
celebrated Three Kings Day. During the
festivitias, there are parades with camels
bearing the “kings" toys are given o
children, food is shared and folk dancers
perform, Many woman bake bread with
a miniature plastic Jesus Inside each loaf.
The person who ends up with the
figurine is obliged to host a party for
others on February 2, Candlemas Day.

JANUARY 2006

LS

Dear FI:]G_I‘lﬂS at

Trinity Lutheran Church,

We just sant a message to you via
post announcing our change of address
and cescribing our new missicnary
positians. You should be recelving that
in the next couple of weeks.

However, we Just recefved your
most recent newsletter and thought
that we'd get our new address
information to the church office as soon
as possible, & we very much enjoy
recetving this mail.

Please zend all future newsletters
ta the followlng address:

Schock/Swanson
Alt-Friedrichsfelde 126
10315 Berlin

GERMLANY

Thank you 50 much. \We wish you a
Blessed Advent and rmuch Joy as your
congregation celebrates Christ's coming!

Peace,
Twila land Ik

SUNDAY NIGHT aLIVE

The next SUNDAY NIGHT Allve Is January
8, 2006 &t Lutharan High School. This ane
will feature the band LOST AND FOUND.
Doors open at 530 pm and the pm%Eam
neglns at 6 pm and ends at B pm. Pizza
and pop will be avallanle for 51 each

EPIPHANY SERVICE

(il
FRIDAY, JANUARY & AT 7:00 PM
Come and continue_
the Christmas celebration!



JANUARY PASTDR‘S MESSAGE

Girace nnd peace 10 you in the neme of our Lard Jesus Chriss:

By the time you get s newsletter, the Chakstinas ssason will be about hall over, plthongh people may abrendy
lesaake it o a [itthe scrange if you wish them a "Memy Christmas® by Mew Year's Day,

The Towelve Dava of Chelstmas end on Janesry 5% and our Cheistmas semon ends with the celebration of
Epiphany on January %, Epiphamy builds on the foous of God being bom os the Waord made flesh in Jesus
Christ and continues by fivusiog on how Christ i belg reverled s the warld.

O the day of Epiphany, we remember the three magi, (astrocomers o wise men depending on how you
translie the Geeek?, fillowing o star 1o besus’ bome an acoring the Christ child, who had been revealed to
them. In the Eastern Clwarch, Epiphany also foruses on twa otber cvents in Jess' lilie that reveal God's
pezeziee In hisn: Jesus' baptism in tho Mardan ad his mirncke of chimping water into wine. (Events we ol
remember in tho weeks after Epsphasy ).

Fearther than just being oo end 1o Christens, Eplpbany is o beginging. It calls us to recrestiber how the Woed of
el mads Pissh eoanlmees 0 be revesbed bo us doday. Inworship, we expericns: Eplptany whenever we
gather to hear God's 'Ward revealed 8o us in Seripture and given for v in the smerament of Holy Communion,
Strengthened and revewed, we disperse t the woeld snd 10 the work to which we have been called, beasing
wilness to this God nsade Nesh and perhaps heing icstruments of Cheists Epiphany o the weeld we enconnter,

Trinity has sppronimately 4% bapcized envembers, In seeme ways, this number may soem amall; however, 1
challerige vou 1o think ahout bow 348 individual pecple toach and encountir the workd in different ways.
Think of the thousands of peopbe it will encountes car bapeized membership each week. Think of ull of the
pitentinl epiphanies thal ein occur i we bear witness 1o how Josus is being revealod in oif woeld and in our
lives. Think of how much power, wisdom and mesoamees e Holy Spiit hes enrosted in us, those that heve
ety 3o richly blessed by Chrla's Epdphany lm our lives and in pur congregation.

In this nenw year, may we cootine o be impiced by Godes gem Chrsteas gifi: God's Word made flesh in
Jeauz Chdst, Moy the Holy Spirt smeegthen us to see Jesus' grent Epipheny and to make it neal fir & work]
that so despernicly needs to sze by Christ's revealing light.

Merry Christmns mnd a continued Epiphacy!

Wour Friemd in Chaist,

Tastar Lee

REMEMBER: YOU CAN ACCESS THE TRAVELER AND
OTHER TRINITY INFORMATION ONLINE AT:

www.lutheransonline.com/trinitydurand



TLCW Highlights

wanted: New Chairperson for
2006 Chicken Supper. Men youre
eligible for this positlon too!  One
possibility would be someone, a couple
ar group of friends to overses the
various committegs of kitchen, dining
room, and publicity, Carol and Duane
have detailed notes from their many
years of sening as chalrpersons. Let any
TLCW board member or the Kinney's
know of your inteérest in chairing this
event. Carol and Duane, we appreciate
3l your years of co-chairing this great
chun:h fundralser.

Thanks to Loretta Murawski and
Pastor ﬂth'l' for arganizing our
Thanksoffering Service, Pastor Lee and
Shannon for oy n_ah bulleting and to all
the women w elped with liturgy,
reading, ushering, treats and
decorations. We are so blessed with our
volunteers. Thanks for your generous
El?c.nfﬂms we collected $514 for the

For ogur scrapbook, we are In nesd
of pictures of Pastor Kathy and Ben's
shower, Pastor Laes ardination
reception, the buliding renowvation, and
any wedding andor obituary notices for
the past bwo years. Please turn in o
Sharon or Margle,

Margie Meissen and Sharon Beksal
wiould Hke to thank the TLOW Board
members and the congregation for your
support of the warious TLOW projects
during 2005 You made cookles, doanuts,
nogdles, and C-al'lﬂ'!" stamped SUmI'I'IEFEE‘t
buttons, handcrafted keepsakes and
CIEIIEII'IBI:I donations  for  Summerfast,
chalred and helped with fundralser
events, donated clothing for LWR and
items for School Kits, collected stamps
and soup labels, cleaned the kitchemn,
served I'Eﬁ'ESI'ImEﬂt‘S attended I.EI'ITEI'I
Bitle Study, and falthfully Efl!ag:ed for
those needing praver an r o our
chiurch, Shannon and Pastor, 'we
appreciate all your assistance. WE'F&
probably forgetting semething but . .

Just Thank You Al

i BT ol -'“

HAPPY Aoy e Yoo

The 2006 TLCW Board

members are:

Co-Cnalrs: Lucy Duerst and Karen Judd
Secretary: Dawn Palimer
Treasurer: Teresa Thamas
bission Action: Sharl Willer
Mission Community: Pam Johnson
Mission Growth: Bev Lewis
Eake/Candy Sakes:

Helen Jones and Harrier Fiedler
Qur Donut Makers wiil be:

Lou Ann Earsley and Sally Blonien

May we act boldly in our faith
and continue God's work.

Thank you,

Thank you, Pastor Lee and all my
thoughtful friends at Trinity, for vour
prayers, wisits, phone calls, and cards
whille | 'was in the hospital and while | was
recuperating at home from my surgery.
Words cannat truly express my gratitude
far your concerns. Beverly Miller

December Cookie/Candy Sale

The weather was a challenge, but a
group of busy helpers packaged cookles
and candy an Dec. 8. Thank you to the
aroup, and also the generous bakers whao
provided the array of Christmas cookies
and candy.

The sale brought 552350 to be
dgonated to the World Hunger Fund.
Please note - there are contalners
gownscairs from bakers yet to be
claimed by their owmers.

e —————
Thoughts from three wise women

s sing after 3 storm; why
shouldn't people feel 35 free m delight
In whatever remains to tham
—Rose Kennedy

Always be Joyful, That is the only
truh.r salnwyfmte

We plant seeds that will flower as
results in our lives, so best to remove the
weeds of anger, avarice, envy and doubt,
that Peace and abundance may manifest
for ail
—Dorothy Day



WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO

1 thix series of artieles, we are exploring the variouns elements that comprive o weekly Holy
Campnmion liurgy. Havirg explored most of the enfrance rite, we now continue on by
SAPIIREG. ..

The Prayer of the Day

Tha Prapar of the Diay, also known i the Colliect, is the conclusion of the eptrance rite of the servic: of Holy
Communion. [t serves ns o bridge from cur gathering semgs and Hiargy to e Serlpoure lessons,

Oxiginnlly, the Colleer was improvised. As early ns the sixth century, hawever, the Collecr began 1o lake on
oo and structure 5o as to guads the congregation in focusing an the Seriplure lessons and the significance of
the day being celebrwted.

The it has five pars: (1} the address to God; (21 a particulas ficus oo s amritone of God's saving act,
msunlly in connection with the lessons of the day; (3) the petition or asking; (4) the reasan and desired result for
the petition; () the doxology or prase of God. The vasious parts take on different fomms depending upon the
day or season being celshrabed. For inslance, during Christmas and Easier, the doxology is more elabormte than
during other sesord, The Colleer can be chamed and is led by the presiding miniscer.

Thie Codlect may of may mot be preceded by tbe palwistion and resposse, "F: The Lord ke with you, @ And
nlzo with you.” The purpose of the saluintion is to focus the aftention of the congregation i prayer and 1o
recognize the communal nabare of our worship together.

Usually, there is eoly one Prower af the Dy, bt there are oceasions when there may be more. [fa lesser
festival Ealls on o Samday or if there & 8 special evenl being celebeuted, if is proper 1o uss the different prayees
for esch oceasion,

Thwe: assigned Praper of the Dy for coch Saedsy and festival sne foursd in the Lurharaw ook o Fersitip,
simting on page |3, During weekdny worship celebrations, the Cafleer from the previous Sunday com be used.

The gathering site now comcluded, the msembled people of God prepare 1o hear and respond 1o the Word of
Jod 25 recorded i Scripbure,

Conmt Mmeapo]ls nugsun Ful‘l.tﬁ! E'ms. ]i-'!-"}
Pfaticicher, Philip H. and Messerli, Cardos B Lutheran Book of Worships ¥anual on the Litungy. Minmespalis:
Augsburg Fortress Press, 1975



Wise Words
Proverbs 19:8
from Kevin Leman ;

| know from personal experience
with three teenagers of my own that
belng nonest, opén and transparent Is

not easy. Sometimes things can get
5 . ewen for psychologists who
supposedly know all the answers., I've
plenty of moments when I've had to
admit I'veé blown It, when I've had to
canfirm what my kids already know-that
I am light-years from belng perfect, But
every time | do, it's worth it, becaute |
dan't lose their respect. In fact, | gain
their respect and frienasnip.

Help Line
Acts 4:23-31

Prayer Power

ching children to pray s
relatively easy. We pray aloud with them
at meals. We teach them simple
nighttime prayers, But sometimes we
forget the most II'rFlfjJur‘rant thing about
prayer, Prayers effectivensss does nat
depend on what we say of how we say IT;
prayer makes a difference because the
one we address has ultimate power In
this universe. Affirming this truth gives
children a speclal confidence in_prayer.
The prayer recorded here was offered In
3 time of stress and persecution. The
believers, remembering God and what
he had done, had such confidence that
they made their reguest in absolute
assurance and faith. Next time you or
one of your children faces a difficult
situation, read this ﬁaﬁage together,
Then pray, following the example of the
early christians, mal Ir!uthvﬂur request In
complete confidance that the Lord s
fully able to do what you ask.

Adam Johnson on the 127

Daniel Whealy on the 157

Jullana Hansen on the 167

Matt Schroeder on the 26™

Eve Evenson on the 27

rachel Caswell on the 7= )
May God bless you and keep vou In His
carg throughout all the days of this
coming year and always.

Baptismal Birthdays
Quinn Wilke on the 24
Kyie Wilke on the 247
Slerra Wiike on the 247

Wish List for Sunday School:
Disposabie flash cameras

Kleenex

And remember the pralse points shoppe
prizes when wou're doing the aFter
Christmas shopping!

Luther League Lock-in

was a success

We made lots of candy 1o donate
to TLOW's Christrmas cookie/candy sale for
world hunger and wrapped boxes for
that, played lots of games, did a bible
study, watched a movie or  two
decorsted the new Christmas tree, ate al
night long, and much more. A few
peaple even tried to fall asleepl Thank
Vou te our adult chaperanes and helpers:
Pastor Lee, Shannon  Erown, Doug
Johnson, kathy Johnscn, Kimberly and
Jared Ottman, and Malinda Brown.






