	April, 2003

“Oh, noooo!  Not another letter from Thrivent.  What do they want now?”
Dear Thrivent Member:

Come on, be honest, you were thinking that.  That’s why we wanted to introduce ourselves to you personally.  We’re the elected leadership of Erie County Thrivent Chapter # 30716.  The name of the company has changed, but we are the same people who, probably like yourself, were part of a congregation-based organization under AAL or Lutheran Brotherhood.  Those same people who were involved last year with fundraisers, and helping-hands days, and educational events, are the same people you are likely to see this year leading those sorts of events.  The only new thing this year is us, the Leadership Board.  We have taken the coordinating role that your Thrivent Financial Services agent might have played in the past, for example, with regard to special funding requests.  We are volunteers who are charged with fostering the charitable activities of Thrivent members in Erie County. Let us explain.

We all have the opportunity to serve the Lord in many ways.  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has chosen to serve Him by offering your congregation at least $1200 to use towards furthering the Gospel.  You only need to ask, and it will be given, seek, and you shall find.  Knock on that door, and He will open it up to bless you.  The congregational account is completely under your church’s control.  Thrivent encourages you to do matching fundraisers, or otherwise leverage the dollars to maximum benefit, but in fact, almost anything you request to spend these congregational dollars on will be approved, up to that amount.  Whether you were in AAL or LB in the past, your local group had some kind of operating funds that they received just for being organized, and these are mostly like that.  There are some further details that one of your congregational coordinators can provide, or, if you don't yet have a congregational coordinator team, it is easy to set that up.  Contact any one of us Chapter Leaders, or Joel Slesak, our Lutheran Community Services Specialist, and we'll be glad to assist you from there.  

These dollars are controlled by the congregation, and are called congregational dollars.  Then, for opportunities that involve the wider community and touch more than your own congregation, the Erie County Chapter has the sort of matching funds for emergency-need support that LB and AAL were so often involved in in years past.  We meet monthly to review requests for these chapter dollars.  These requests will not be automatically approved, it must be said.  We will follow an established set of principles and procedures in reviewing them.  Forms describing these principles and procedures can be obtained by email or downloaded from the internet.  We have started a website at Lutherans Online:  WWW.LUTHERANSONLINE.COM/LO/30716.  We'll be glad to send hard copy to any who wish as well.  

Finally, the Western NY/PA Region has some dollars available for special needs that go beyond what the other two levels can meet.  Those requests are handled by the regional Manager of Lutheran Care Services, Gary Benedict, at 1(800) 896-9501.  Here again, contact one of us, or Joel, or Gary, and we’ll move forward from there.

If you wish to find out more about these matters, the members section of Thrivent’s website is also very helpful – www.thrivent.com/members.  


	So, you can see that Thrivent has changed the process of fostering charitable activities a little.  We wanted to make the decision-making process as clear as space allows here, and to encourage you to contact any one of us for more information.  What has not changed is the level of need in our communities.  Also unchanged is the desire of good people in the church to use their talents and time towards meeting those needs.  So - hold fundraisers for the hungry, collect clothes for the needy, and build shelters for the homeless.  Be out there showing the world that Christ is alive through our every action.  And as those good works flow out of your faith, let Thrivent be a part of it, too.  

In Jesus’ Name,

The Thrivent Chapter 30716 Leadership Board

Questions?  
Gary Benedict

Manager of Lutheran Comm. Services

800.896.9501

Joel Slesak

Lutheran Community Services Specialist

585.621.5512

Dick Schurkus

Chapter President

716.689.8669

Mary Davis

Chapter Records Director

716.837.5608

Linda Gage

Congregational Service Team Director

716.935.7251

Karen Eckam

Community Service Team Director

716.684.2038

Mark Robson

Communications Director

716.837.1491

Fraternal Services

800-THRIVENT
800.847.4836
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