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No. 4
April birthdays

2 Bob Martin
19
Bob Wheeler
4
Charlene Bagnato
20
John Field
5
Otto Beckendorf
28
Abigail Dunn
10
Louis Coyner
29
Nancy Babarsky
14
Herbert Clark
30
Sandra Lewis

18
Alice Spear


anniversaries
10 Darwin & Betty Kopp
13
Richard & Joyce Love



22
Tom & June Gardner


28
Carl & Theresa Haenftling
The Undercover Man

Why the Cross?

In Jesus’ day, the Roman army ruling Israel carried out capital punishment by using a wooden cross. Criminals, trouble makers and others who threatened society were crucified in public places for everyone to see.


False charges were levied against Jesus. Caiaphas, the Jewish high priest, accused him of blasphemy against God and of being a threat to Roman rule. Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, had Jesus nailed to a cross on a Friday.


Perhaps ironically to non-Christians, that day came to be called Good Friday. God reached down into our Lord’s grave and restored him to life. The cross that had been a symbol of horror became a symbol of joy.


That’s why we sing with gusto:



In the cross of Christ I glory,



Towering o’er the wrecks of time,



All the light of sacred story



Gathers round its head sublime.

Holy week schedule


Palm Sunday, April 5, worship services with Holy Communion at 8 and 10:30 a.m. The choir will sing at the 8 a.m. service. Palm crosses to be distributed to worshipers.


Maundy Thursday, April 9, worship service at 3 p.m. with Holy Communion. A bell duet with organ accompani-ment will play.


Good Friday, April 10, a traditional Tenebrae Service of Darkness at 8 p.m. The choir will sing and there will be a vocal solo.


Easter Sunday, April 12, worship services with Holy Communion at 8 and 10:30 a.m. Special music includes a bell quartet, the choir and a vocal solo. There will be no Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, or coffee times after either service that day.


Midweek

Bible Study

with Otto Beckendorf

Wednesdays 10-11am

*NEW FORMAT*



Maundy Thursday

What is Maundy Thursday, the Thursday of Holy Week all about? The word “Maundy” is a shortened version of the Latin word mandatum, which means commandment.


At the Last Supper, Jesus gave his friends a new commandment. He told the disciples, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another” (John 13:34, nrsv).

As Christians gather to eat and share Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday, we should make a special effort to exhibit our love and respect for one another. Let us seek out people whom we don’t naturally have affection for and express your wish that the living Christ may dwell in them and bless them.
Lent and Repentance

Lent is a season of repentance. But for many of us, “repentance” is an offensive word. It sounds so remorseful. In reality, it isn’t remorseful at all. The root word for “repentance” is the Greek word metanoia, from which our word “metamorphosis” comes. The great image of this is the butterfly emerging from its cocoon; the caterpillar being transformed into new life. 


No one is remorseful about that! Nor should we be with repentance, which involves leaving the past and emerging into new life.

Resurrection Means Reconciliation


Jesus’ resurrection is the very foundation of Christianity. If Christ had never been raised from the dead, we’d have no Christian religion.


God’s power was at work in Christ’s death and resurrection. “It was on the resurrection fact that the church was built,” said New Testament scholar James Stewart.


Paul understood that the resurrection was the bedrock of our Christian faith. If Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain,” he wrote to the Corinthian church (1 Corinthians 15;14, nrsv). The apostle went on to say, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins” 

(verse 17).


The resurrection proves that Jesus is Lord and Savior. Its authenticity means that by faith in Christ, we are reconciled with God.


Billy Graham said the risen Christ is the bridge between us and God. “One of Christ’s hands holds the hand of God; his other hand holds ours,” said the evangelist.
Easter


We will soon be celebrating Easter-the most important day in the Christian year!  On that first Easter the pain of death was forever wiped away.  Jesus was the ideal of excellence in all he did.  He lived a perfect life under God’s holy law and then became the perfect sacrifice when he died to take away our sins.  The third day he rose again as God’s assurance and guarantee that we who believe in Jesus for our salvation will never be disappointed in that hope.


Believers confess with Christians all over the world that we believe in the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Jesus Christ will one day return in glory and gather us and all His saints around Him and transform us so we will for all eternity praise, worship, honor and serve the only true God in a perfect and excellent way.  In the meantime we live and practice our Christian stewardship in a very imperfect world.  Because of God’s gracious working in us, we are given the power and ability to make a bold and clear witness of the hope within us.  We do this because we remember that Christian stewardship is everything we do after we say we believe.


This month we will be donating $1000.00 to Concordia Seminary-Ft. Wayne.

Joyce Bussler

Stewardship Committee


Serving Bethany in April
Pastor’s Assistants:    8:00 a.m.   Bill Grill (3), Waldo Laabs 


10:30 a.m.  Jerry Schmidt (2) Bob  




  Groh, Bill Dixon
Midweek Services:    Otto Beckendorf, Waldo Laabs, Brian Bussler
Lectors: 
8:00 a.m.   Caroline Rogers (2), Otto Becken-



   dorf, Cindy Beckendorf,


10:30 a.m.  Jean Delafchell, Caroline Rogers, 



Bob Groh, Loretta Dixon
Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Nancy Babarsky


10:30 a.m.
Helen Lardie

Visitor’s Desk:
8:00 a.m.  Cindy Beckendorf



10:30 a.m.  Carol Prickett

Ushers:
8:00 a.m.    Larry Spear*
Richard Kreiss


10:30 a.m.
  Tom Prickett*
Dennis Freitag

Coffee Hour Hostesses:  Gloria & Stan Dickey, Carol Prickett

Altar Guild:  Connie & Bill Grill

2.  Secret Sisters

I hope my Secret Sister prays for me today,

(Though she can’t know the burden of my heart--)

Maybe she’ll pray something like, “Keep her focused, Lord,

And line things up so she knows where to start.”

I’ll surely sense God’s prompting and the strength to follow 

through

When my Secret Sister prays for me like that!

And if she prays, “Give her the grace to rest and lean on 

You,”
The hill I climb shall gracefully go flat.

But if she prays, “Bless all she does, and all those whom she 

loves,”
My confidence and joy will soar away!

My praying seems to languish, compared to my best thoughts-I hope my Secret Sister prays for me today.

--Thelma Moe

Protective Wings
By Bruce Wurdeman, Lutheran Broadcasting KFUO

My Grandma raised chickens. My Grandpa raised Percheron horses and Shorthorn cattle, but Grandma raised chickens. She didn’t show them; they weren’t special. They were just chickens. In fact, when I was a boy I didn’t much like those chickens. The hens pecked at me when I had to reach under them to get the eggs, and the rooster had something against me and regularly chased me. The chicken house smelled; the birds seemed incredibly stupid; you had to watch where you stepped in the chicken yard and I didn’t care for butchering those things at all. However, the hens had one endearing habit. When they had chicks and a young boy or something more dangerous got too close, that hen would softly cluck and those little chicks would come running under the protection of her wings.


It is that image that Jesus calls to mind in Luke 13:31-35. This section of Scripture contains some of the most difficult words to hear in the whole Bible. Since David captured Jerusalem from the Jebusites and made it his capital, this city had been at the center of salvation history. It was in this city that Solomon built the temple. It was in Jerusalem that the Ark of the Covenant would eventually reside. It was the fall of Jerusalem in the early 6th century BC that would signal the beginning of the Babylonian Captivity of the Israelites. It was to the ruins of this city that the exiles would return some 50 years later. And it was this city that Nehemiah would work to rebuild. Jerusalem was center stage in God’s drama. But no more! She had killed the prophets God had sent to her. She stubbornly refused to be drawn to her Creator, Redeemer and Owner. And, when God came in person in Jesus Christ, Jerusalem wouldn’t listen to him—in fact she put Him to death, too. When God clucked like a mother hen wanting to love, comfort and protect His people, Jerusalem wouldn’t come running to the protecting wings. And Jesus says that the consequences are “You are cut off!”


He still issues that invitation to find shelter, comfort and love under those protective wings. You and I, by the power of the Holy Spirit, have come running. We know what it is to be sheltered not only from Life’s constant problems and irritations, but from that ultimate threat, eternal death. We have found in those wings a Savior who loved us so much that He laid down His life for us. We have found in those wings a God who would sacrifice His Son so that He wouldn’t have to sacrifice us eternally. We will never hear those horrible words spoken of that great city, “Behold, you are cut off!” Some will. You and I have the opportunity to point our friends and neighbors to those protecting wings. You and I have been given the privilege of telling people that you don’t have to ever hear those words, “You are cut off!” We have the privilege of telling them that Jesus was “cut off” from His Father for a time so that you and I will never have to be. You and I beckon others to those sheltering wings.

Contributed by Betty Kopp

Evangelism Chairman

Women’s Guild


The next meeting of the Women’s Guild will be Wednesday, April 15th, at 1 p.m. Hostesses will be Shirley Brack Duke and Ann Burko. All ladies are invited to join us. Dessert, coffee and tea will be served. Eileen Mutsch and Pat Augustin will show us how to make boxes out of greeting cards (Christmas and all occasion).


The Rummage and Bake Sale was a huge success and brought in $3,193.72. The quilt which was raffled off was won by Linda Africano, daughter of Betty Kopp. A big THANK YOU to all who helped and donated their time, baked goods and muscles! It took the effort of many and we are very appreciative to ALL!


Please remember to check the flower chart to see when they are needed for Sunday services. The cost is $20.00 per bouquet, and you may contact Gloria Dickey or Carol Prickett.


The Spring LWML Rally of the combined Orlando zones will be held April 25th at Zion New Life Lutheran Church in Winter Garden. The theme is “Spiritual Fitness.” All ladies are invited to attend. Please see Thelma Moe if you would like to attend.


There will be a May luncheon at a local restaurant. More news on this event next month.


Mark your calendar for April 15th and come to the Women’s Guild meeting at 1 p.m. See you there!!!!!
Jean Dersch, President

LWML
       It’s Spring Rally time!  Look for invitation/poster/ information and sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex.  Date:  Saturday, April 25.  Place:  Zion New Life Lutheran Church in Winter Garden (a brand new building for the LCMS “mother-church” of the Orlando area).  We hope a good number of Bethany women will attend.  Certain kinds of school supplies are being requested as gifts from the heart. 

       Remember:  MITES are collected at Bethany Women’s Guild monthly meetings, and on the first Sunday of each month, year ’round, in a giant mite box in the narthex.  Individual Mite boxes are available to anyone from Thelma Moe - 689-0044.

Crafter’s Corner 

Our thanks goes out to Madalon Ritter for conducting the class on how to make greeting cards.  The women had a lot of fun learning this craft and made some beautiful cards.  Be sure to look for the fruits of their labor at the Mistletoe Mart.


A floral design workshop will be held on Monday, April 20 at 9:00 a.m.  This will be held at Beverly Groh’s home.  We will be working on small arrangements to be sold at the Mistletoe Mart.  There is no charge for this workshop other than the contribution of a bunch of small scale flowers, something suitable for a small container.  Any color will work.  All other materials will be supplied including containers.  Beginners are welcome and will be taught how to make a center piece.  A sign up sheet will soon appear in the Narthex.  Be sure to join in this fun, but somewhat messy event!


The beaded purses have been completed and the beaded boudoir pillows are in progress.  We are still in need of pillow forms, braid and tassels.  If you have any of these items and would like to contribute them to the cause, please drop them in the collection box which is located in the fellowship hall.


We have a large number of sewing projects (the preprinted fabric from Walmart) which need to be cut out and put together.  If you are willing to take on some of these projects, please contact Beverly Groh.  All of these items will be sold at the Mistletoe Mart.


Scrubbies are always appreciated and needed in large numbers; therefore if you know how to make them we would appreciate your donation.  If you would like to learn how to make scrubbies, please contact Beverly.  If there is enough interest, we will set up a class.  Meanwhile, to those crafters who are working independently on their own projects, we say “thank you”.  If you are in need of supplies, be sure to check with Bev or Connie Grill.  We have a large quantity of various supplies in the crafter’s shed.


We are in need of the small size baby food jars and their lids. If you can locate any of them, please deposit them in the collection box in the sanctuary.  These are needed for a class being held in May.  We are hoping to have a workshop in May to wrap those lovely Christmas boxes, so be sure to watch for an announcement in the next newsletter. This is a time consuming but fun project, and you will come away with a beautiful craft you can use every time you wrap a gift.

Happy Crafting,

The Christmas Crafters.



CHURCH CLEANING
Saturday, April 4, at 9 a.m.


The leaves have been raked, but several other outside spring time jobs remain to be done. There are weeds to be pulled, bushes to be trimmed, eaves cleaned and pressure washing. 


There are several jobs inside as well. The windows of the sanctuary and the other rooms need washed (inside and out). The pews need vacuumed, the pulpit, lectern, etc. need polished, and also the wooden doors throughout the building. Partitions in the restrooms need to be washed down and dead bugs removed from the overhead lights. A special task is the polishing of the processional cross (we have the polish in the sacristy).


There are a few items in the kitchen that need attention. These include the shelf under the steel table, the cabinets need to be wiped down, both refrigerators need to be wiped out as well as the stove tops.


Bring buckets and rags. We have the cleaning supplies.

Following the clean-up work, lunch will be served. There is a sign-up sheet at the round table in the narthex so that we know how many to plan for.


So please set aside your usual Saturday morning activity and join other Bethany members for work, fellowship and food!     We need you!



Lord, send me a surprise.

One that catches me off guard

and makes me wonder.

Like Easter.

Send me a resurrection

when everything looks dead and buried.

Send me light

when the night seems too long.

Send me spring

when the cold and frozen season

seems endless.

Send me an idea

when my mind is empty.

Send me a thing to do

when I am just waiting around.

Send me a new friend

when I am alone.

Send me peace

when I’m afraid.

Send me a future

when it looks hopeless.

Send me Your resurrection

when I die, Jesus.



Our regular volunteer for this job, Jake Dersch, will be going to Michigan for the summer, near the end of April. We are in need of volunteers for the summer and into early fall to do this work. There is a sign up chart on the bulletin board for those who wish to help in this way. If you have questions, please contact Jake Dersch or Bob Schultz.

CUSTODIAL HELP NEEDED:  Temporary help is needed through the Easter season and a few weeks beyond to clean the church weekly. If you are interested in this paid position or want to volunteer to help, please contact the president, Bob Schultz, 326-5054.




      The month of April has always meant newness, freshness, new beginnings, etc. It is only fitting that Easter is a part of the month of April. Jesus rising from the dead brought all of us new life and new beginnings.

With new beginnings comes new music, new faces, new “unused chairs” in the choir. If you or anyone you know has a voice to sing praises to our Lord, please consider joining us for the Easter season and beyond. The choir members would love to welcome anyone who likes to sing. In keeping with the April season, come join us on Fridays at 5:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. You’ll love it!


Remember our motto for the choir:

The Lord respects me when I work,

But He loves me when I sing.
Musically yours, Larry Luebben

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend the semi-annual Voters Meeting after the late service on Sunday, April 19. 2009. The local Thrivent Financial for Lutherans group will sponsor a lunch immediately following the meeting that day.  Tickets will be sold on Sundays, April 5 and 12. The cost is $5.00 each. We hope to see you there!
The Joy of the Resurrection

We Christians simply cannot get over the reality of the Resurrection. For us, the fact that God raised Christ from the dead proves that Christ’s way alone is God’s answer to the sins and horrors of the world. The truths Christ brought when he walked on Earth stand solid and irrefutable. The light he brought is the only light that never goes out for it is the eternal light of God’s glory.

Christ’s life is truly the clearest example of how God intends for us to live. Christ’s way is the way that makes the most sense for living on this earth. The true saints have proven that over and over.

The hope which Christ offers us is the only true and last-ing hope. Ultimately, it is our only real assurance that life can be good and joyous for everyone. Read the words St. Paul wrote to the church at Rome and apply it to your own life: “Just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his” (Romans 6:4-5, nrsv).

If that is not a tremendous cause for abiding joy, then what is?

Weep No More!

In John 20:13-15 (nrsv), the same question is repeated twice. The angels ask Mary, “Woman, why are you weeping?” (verse 13).


On Easter Sunday, perhaps it’s still the question before us: “Why are we weeping?” Why is there still such anguish in the world? Why are we laboring on, burdened and living as though there has been no resurrection?


Weep no more! Christ has risen!
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