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Read: Zechariah 9:9:-17
St. Luke 2:1-21
 None who wait for you
Shall be put to shame . . . “
WE WAIT IN HOPE!
 
	In ancient times the coming of a king was greeted with lavish celebrations much like we do when the President of the United States comes to our town. The people would wait in great anticipation for the king to come to deliver them and prepared the way with feasts and festivals that resounded over the entire kingdom. As we begin the Christmas cycle of the Church Year we remember how “The King of Kings” came to earth in great humility and poverty to deliver the world from sin and death and bring life and immortality to light! Alleluia!
The Advent and Christmas cycles of the Church year are indeed a season of joyous celebration. But we must also take note that this season is also a season in which we anticipate deliverance and restoration. We wait for King Jesus to come again in all His glory with angels to deliver us from this vale of tears and take us to the eternal realms of glory. There dressed in our robes of righteousness made white by the blood of the Lamb we will live in the eternal life aned light where there is neither darkness nor death and tears have all been wiped away forever.

	As we wait for His Second Coming, we wait in hope. He has promised to come again and so we wait in hope. He has promised to keep us in His grace and so we wait in hope. He has promised to be with us in our trials and temptations and so we wait in hope. He has promised to forgive our sins and renew us each day and so we wait in hope. He has promised to give us courage to witness of His life and salvation and so we wait in hope.

	We do not know when that Day will come. He has promised it will be like a thief in the night. So we wait in hope believing that the Day of our deliverance and restoration is drawing near. When He comes may He find us living as His children of light. For the ancient Church the Advent Season was the continuation of the churchly autumn, a more intensified preparation for the Coming that still lay in the future. Let us be of good courage and keep the faith dressed in alleluias and hosannas to the King of Kings! 	 
	

MID-WEEK ADVENT SERVICES

Our mid-week Advent Services continue on Wednesday’s at 3:00 p.m. This years theme will be “Proclaim the Wonderous Birth.” In Advent we are looking toward the wondrous birth of Jesus on Christmas, but along the way in Scripture there were other wondrous births that pointed to God’s promises fulfilled and to that most special birth in Bethlehem. Each Service includes a dialog homily between the pastor and an inquisitive character named Christ. Hope to see you there!





[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT6tB_DgIUKFujaaVYXG4eoeYbc1BbATdFq83tHicVT-ddMdF1K]











[image: MC900436404[1]]


It’s Almost Christmas Time !


Once again our wonderful volunteers have beautified our church inside and out for the Christmas season! It takes a lot of volunteers to make this happen and we THANK them all!

The following is the schedule of events to take place:

1. Fellowship Group Get Together Sunday 12/11. Cookie Bash 2011 and Potluck dinner in Kollmeyer Hall at 5:00 p.m. Bring a dish to share along with your cookies that will be our all you can eat dessert. Details are on the flyer in the Sunday bulletin. We have some special music planned as part of the Christmas program that will follow . . . .be sure to sign up! If you have any questions, please see or call Dolores Wilkins at 728-6796
2. 
The Women’s Guild Annual Christmas luncheon will be on Tuesday, 12/13 at 11:30 a.m. at Taki’s Restaurant. Ladies come and join us, we are looking forward to spending some time together All women of the congregation are invited, please sign up in the Narthex
.
3. The Bethany Choir is hosting their Annual Christmas Caroling for the “Shut-ins” of our Church on Saturday, 12/17th. We will meet at the Church at 12:30 p.m. and carpool from there. EVERYONE is invited to this fun and heart warming event! We will eat at the Church after Carolina, hosted by Glenn and Lee Waybright. Please sign up in the Narthex to give some Christmas Cheer to some of our favorite people!
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Secret Sisters

*Annual Secret Sisters Tea - - Tuesday, December 6, at 1:00 p.m.

	
This simple program has been going on at Bethany for 9 years. Its purpose is to deepen ties of Christian fellowship among our women. There is just one meeting per year, a relaxing, casual TEA early this month, at which participants each draw a name. During the following year they pray consistently for this lady, asking God to bless and help her in her Christian walk. Throughout the year they encourage her (anonomously) with cards for birthday, anniversary, holidays – using any “excuse” to say “Hi” and “I care.” Sometimes there has been a special need, and one’s Secret Sister has been an “angel” who responds. Just think: If you come to church knowing that “one of these women” is secretly taking special interest in you with thoughts to bless you by praying for you, won’t that have a happy effect upon how you perceive them all? To the December meeting, each woman brings a small gift for the one she’s been “sistering” and identities are revealed before new names are drawn.

We now include Bethany’s shut-ins-men and women-as Secret Pals for those willing to pray for and encourage one of them over the year. 


WHAT GOES UP, MUST COME DOWN!

We will be taking down our Christmas decorations on Saturday, 1/14, 9:00 a.m. It takes a lot of hands to help this go smoothly. Please sign up on the sheet placed in the narthex. Coffee and rolls will be furnished

Christmas Committee
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Altar Flowers
The 2012 Altar Flower calendar will be on the bulletin board in the Narthex for memorial flowers each Sunday. Please designate the Sunday you want the flowers on the Altar. If no names are under a particular date silk flowers will be used. We highly encourage you to continue use of this memorial and place a$20 check in the offering plate designating the purpose of the donation. Example: Memorial flowers for ______. You.may take home the fresh flowers after the second service

A limit of 2 memorials will be used each Sunday. If we only have one memorial we will place the two artificial flowers as well as one fresh arrangement. Your request should be in at least 2 weeks ahead of the date you select so the flowers may be ordered. If you have any questions, please call Carol Prickett at 787-8003.

The silk flowers were obtained by the Women’s Guild and Beverly Groh made the arrangements.
____________________________
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Rev.John Dede			1
Caroline J. Rogers		3rd
Connie Grill			3rd
Cindy Beckendorf		4th
Doris Batchelder			4th
Erik Field			5th
Madalon Ritter			6th
George Dersch			10th
Robert Keen			11th
William Grill			13th
Jan Gygi				13th
Susan Newhouse			15th
Lyle Nolting			16th
Henry Gerken			16th
Dorothy Anderson			18th
Anna Klein			19th
Irene Belfield			20th
Bill Linegrover			20th
Josephine Phillips		21st
Elaine Strayer			22nd
Gloria Dickey			23rd
Betty Kopp			24th
Lois Laabs			27th
Ashley Marie Dunn		27th
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Mary and Robert Martin 		7th
Lynne and Ernest Abner		22nd
Ruth and Bert Green		26th
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Serving Bethany in December

December 4th
Pastor’s Assists:8:00 a.m. Tom Prickett
	10:30 a.m. Dennis Freitag  
Lector:	8:00 a.m. Tom Prickett
	10:30a.m.Marlene Lampman

December 7th Advent Service 
Acolyte	3:00  p.m. Bill Dixon

December 11th
Acolyte	8:00 a.m. Ashley Dunn
	10:30 a.m. Richard Fields
Lector:	8:00 a.m. Otto Beckendorf      
	10:30 a.m Sharon Orluck

December 14th Advent 	Service
Acolyte	3:00 p.m. Tom Gardner

December 18th
Pastor’s Assists:  8:00 a.m. Waldo Laabs
	10:30 a.m.Bill Dixon
Lector		8:00 a.m. Lois Laabs
		10:30 a.m. Loretta Dixon

December 24th – Christmas Eve – 7:00 p.m.
Pastor Assists		Tom Gardner
Lector		Tom Gardner

December 25th
Pastor’s Assists   8:00 a.m. Tom Gardner
	10:30 a.m. Bob Groh
Lectors	 8:00 a.m. Bill Dixon
	10:30 a.m. Bob Groh
Greeters:	8:00 a.m Jim & Jan Gygi.
                           10:30 a.m. Dennis & Jan Freitag
Visitor’s Desk:	 8:00 a.m. Dolores Wilkins
	10:30 a.m. Carol Prickett
Ushers	8:00 a.m. Harold Sievers
			Russell Moe
	10:30 a.m. Cliff Lunkes
			  Tom Prickett
Coffee Hour Hostesses: Connie Grill  &
		             Ruth Rowley

REQUEST FROM THE OFFICE
Due to the increased costs of paper products
,the office staff recommends that from
 henceforth bulletin inserts will be copied only
 once and placed on a table in the Narthex
 instead of being inserted into our Sunday
 bulletins from week to week. We hope that
 you will understand how this will enable us to
 cut costs and save paper.

SOME REMINDERS
Sunday, 12/11 is the last day to order
Your Poinsettas

Bethany Lu	Bethany Lutheran Church has many opportunities for you to serve in the coming year.

Sign-up Sh      	There are sign-up sheets in the Narthex for:

Ushers
Greeters
Visitor’s desk
Hostesses for Coffee Hour
Altar Guild 
New choir members are always welcome

OUR CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS
TO OUR NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS FOR 2012

President	Open
Vice President - 	Tom Prickett
Treasurer -		Russell Moe
Recording sec.		Lois Laabs
Financial sec.	Al Mutsch
Board of Elders:
Otto Beckendorf			Bill Grill
Bob Brock			Bob Groh
Bill Dixon			Jim Gygi
Dennis Freitag			Tom Prickett
Tom Gardner
Board of Trustees
Ernie Abner			Richard Love
Nick Burko			Cliff Lunkes 
George (Jake) Dersch	Glenn Waybright
Richard Kreiss
Chuck Lewis
Board of Stewardship
Marlene Lampman
Dolores Wilkins
Board of Evangelism
Jan Gygi			Sharon Orluck
Roger Harper			Dorothy Ruck
Betty Kopp
Darwin Kopp
Board of Education
Dodie Crouch
Thelma Moe
Carol Prickett






DIRECTORY CHANGES
New address for Joyce Bussler
800 Lake Port Blvd., Apt H503
Leesburg, FL. 34748
Phone same (352) 314-3895
New e-mail addresses:
joycebussler0702@comcast.net

Waldo & Lois Laabs
813cortez@centurylink.net 

Deaths:
Geraldine Pelat

New members: (Pictured below)
Gaynell Kind
27149 Racquet 
Leesburg, FL 34748
Phone: (352) 787-7185
e-mail address: gbkind2@yahoo.com

Bill Muenchinger
3611 Westova Cr.
Leesburg, FL 34748
Phone: (352) 460-0516

Dolores Minarik (formerly associate member)
211 Jacaranda Drive
Leesburg, Fl. 34748
(352) 435-0533
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“When Jesus spoke again to the people, fie

said Tam the Gght of the world: Whoever Bethany Lutheran Chiurch
_follows me will never walk in the darkness, ~ Pastor Marc Spaeth
‘but will hiave the lght of life. " - Jokin 8:12
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The Pastor’s Pen
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