Mary in Lutheran Hymnody


The images of Mary that are used in Lutheran hymns are derived from the Gospel According to Luke, chapter 1, verses 26-56.  In these passages Luke tells of Mary’s visitation from the angel Gabriel, Mary’s visitation with Elizabeth, and Mary’s response (verses 46-56), which has been known traditionally as “The Magnificat.”  

The Lutheran hymnals With One Voice (# 730) and Evangelical Lutheran Worship (# 251), contain the hymn My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness.  The first stanza reads:


My soul proclaims your greatness Lord; I sing my Savior’s praise!


You looked upon my lowliness, and I am full of grace.


Now ev’ry land and ev’ry age this blessing shall proclaim – 

great wonders you have done for me, and holy is your name.+

In the first stanza we find the image of the human Mary who in her lowliness is able to be the recipient of God’s grace.  It is through the power of God’s grace that Mary is able to proclaim and praise the greatness of the Lord.  In the biblical Greek, the word for magnify is Megalu,nei (meg- a loo-nay) – to reveal, to show the great mercy of God.  Thus, Mary does not place importance on herself; rather Mary becomes one who shows God’s greatness to us.  Likewise, we who share the same human condition as Mary are also the recipients of God’s grace, and we too are called to reveal the mercy and justice of God’s reign.


To all who live in holy fear your mercy ever flows.  

With mighty arm you dash the proud, their scheming hearts expose.
The ruthless you have cast aside, the lowly throned instead,

the hungry filled with all good things, the rich sent off unfed.++

Mary is our example of humanity graced by God.  As recipients of God’s grace we too are called to announce God’s reign of justice, a reign that reverses the injustices of our world.


Other Lutheran hymns which also lift up the above texts may be found in Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymn #573, My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord, hymn # 882, My Soul Does Magnify the Lord, and hymn # 419, For All the Faithful Women (See also hymn # 692 in With One Voice.  
+ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, With One Voice: A Lutheran Resource for Worship (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 1995).  Also see Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006).
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