The Formula of Concord


In The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, we find what Martin Luther and the reformers had to say concerning the relationship of Christ and Mary.  In Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article VIII: Person of Christ.

“Because of this personal union and communion of the divine and human natures in Christ, we also believe, teach and confess (in accord with our simple, Christian creed) that everything said of the majesty of Christ according to his humanity at the right hand of the almighty power of God and all that follows from it would be nothing and could not exist if this personal union and communion of natures in the person of Christ were not realiter, that is, real, in fact, and in truth.”


“Because of this personal union and communion of natures, Mary, the most blessed Virgin, gave birth not to a mere, ordinary human being, but instead to a human being who is truly the Son of God the Most High, as the angel testifies.  He demonstrated his divine majesty in his mother’s womb, in that he was born of a virgin without violating her virginity.  Therefore, she remained truly the Mother of God and at the same time a virgin.”


The central issue for Luther and the reformers is that Jesus’ birth through Mary is the work of God’s grace,  which revealed to us God’s Word incarnate in Christ’s birth, life, death and resurrection,  meaning that we like Mary, in our humanness,  can receive God’s grace, which brings salvation to us.

Luther cited Philippians 2:7, “(Christ) emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness,” as a scriptural reference to note that Christ “emptied himself of (his) majesty”
 by his birth.  Luther then cites Ephesians 4:10, “He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things,” to note Christ’s rule in majesty.


Thus, in conclusion, Christ’s being born of Mary, the Mother of God, is all about the power of God’s grace being able to bring salvation to our humanity.  The humanness of Christ also contained the “the whole fullness of God” (Colossians 2:9). “For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.”  Because of God becoming incarnate through a woman, in Jesus Christ, we are commissioned by Jesus to spread the gospel, the good news that God’s grace comes to us.

And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  Matthew 28:18-19.
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