The Nicene Creed 

The Nicene Creed began as an effort by Roman emperor Constantine to settle a dispute over the humanity and divinity of Jesus Christ that took place between leading bishops of the church.  Constantine called a meeting of bishops in the city of Nicea in the year 325. Arius was a bishop whose views favored the humanity of Christ.  Athanasius represented the view of Christ as both human and divine.  The latter of the two became the accepted formula of belief held by the church.  The creed was named after the place it was formulated, and has since been known as The Nicene Creed.*  Following is a current translation of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things, seen and unseen.


And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father, through whom all things were made.  For us human beings and for our salvation he came down from the heavens, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and he became a living human being.  He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death, and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into the heavens and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He is coming again in glory to judge the living and the dead.  There will be no end to his kingdom.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Life-giver, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

In one holy catholic, and apostolic church.


We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins; we look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the age to come.  Amen.**
     Following the Council of Nicea, the debates over the humanity and divinity of Jesus Christ continued.  A council was held in Constantinople in 381.  In 431, a council has held in Ephesus.  At Ephesus, Mary was declared to be “mother of God.”  This language entered Mary into the debate. The debate continued into yet another council held at Chalcedon in 451.  As a result of ongoing debate over the question of how Jesus could be both human and divine, Mary’s role and image took on great significance.  As a result of the later councils, particularly Ephesus and Chalcedon, Mary also became known differently among Christians, depending upon which side of the debate that they were on.  

     These councils are the seedbed for further historical developments on understanding Christ and Mary.  The Eastern Orthodox Christians tended to affirm the oneness of the divine and human in Christ born of Mary.  Meanwhile, the Western Roman Church developed an understanding of Christ that evolved into an elevated status of Mary.  On this matter, Luther and his followers were more aligned with the Eastern Orthodox tradition of Christianity.
*  See The Three Ecumenical Creeds, in Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert editors, The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000), p. 20.


** Ibid, pp. 22-23.





