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The leader of the band said, “You just start singing and we’ll play along.” That is what we heard two weeks ago on family day. The Crown of Life Band was able to just pick up the song as people sang it. I think you will agree with me, “That is talent.” Last week we saw it in Chris who played the keyboard for the choir and in the choir members themselves. We recognize that as talent. That is usually where we see it, in music or art. It stands out there. Sometimes we see it in other places; a teacher who is really good at it, a guy who can fix things, a cook who can really cook. We see these talents and we find ourselves thinking, "I wish I could do that.” This is our stewardship month entitled “Different gifts, same grace.” And we are going to look at the gifts of the Holy Spirit. And we will see that God gives many different gifts and that he gives gifts to everyone. Today Jesus shows us that,

YOU ARE GIFTED TO SERVE.
1. God’s plan includes you.
2. Use your gifts right.

Jesus had just told the parable of the 10 virgins which was to teach us to always be ready for Jesus’ return at the end of the world. So how do we stay ready? Jesus shows us in the parable today. Here is the story. A man is going to go away for a long time. He gathers his trusty servants around him and entrusts him with his wealth. He gives them each talents. Talent is the actual Greek word here. And it is from this parable that we get our use of the word to mean gifts, or abilities something that God has given us. A talent was a lot of money but that really isn’t the point. To one servant he gives 10 to another he gives 5 and to another he gives 1. He could have just put the money in the bank or buried it in the ground. It is clear that he plans that his servants should put that money to work. When he comes back the first two have put his talents to good used and produced more the last servant just buried it in the ground. The master is happy with the first two and rewards them. He is unhappy with the third servant and punishes him. The meaning of the parable is pretty clear.

First of all, like the master, God has a plan and it includes you. Well, what is God’s plan? I don’t know them all but I know some of them. God wants all people to be saved that is why he laid down his life for the sins of the world. He wants to get that message out. He also wants to bless people’s lives, to help people live powerful, joyful, productive lives. He wants to encourage people and strengthen them. And he wants to do that through his people, through you. You are not some random biological quirk of nature. You are his “workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do good works which God prepared in advance for you to do.” In order to get that done the Bible tells us that the Holy Spirit hands out different gift to different people. And here is where the Holy Spirit takes a lot of criticism.

In the movie Amadeus, the composer Soliari curses God because he gave this great talent to Mozart and not to him. And I think we can sympathize with him When boys dream about being football players they don’t dream about playing on the offensive line. They dream about being the quarterback or running back or one of the, what do they call them, “Skilled positions?” Who wants to be in the “unskilled position.” Everyone wants their talent to be the soloist in the gospel choir. No one wants their talent to be a good floor scrubber. Until you consider why God gives talents, to serve, to serve his church, to serve his people. Now the choir certainly serves God and God’s people like they did last week, but if that is the only talent God gave out you’d have everyone in the choir and nobody to listen to it. And a lot of service would not get done. So let’s talk a little about what kind of talents the Holy Spirit gives out.

A few years ago we had people come down here from all over the country to help us rebuild. God gave some of them the talent of building and they used it to serve God and us. Others weren’t given the talent to build, but they were given an able body, so they used that. They turned that into a talent to serve. Other people were given time by God. So they turned their time into a talent to serve God. There are very few things that can’t be used as a talent to serve God and his people. And when you think of it like that the question about which is better doesn’t seem to make sense.

There are a lot of things like that. One of my favorite examples is Job. When Job lost everything his friends came and sat with him for 7 days. Just sat with him. The amazing talent of caring. A little boy comes crying into the house. He says, “Daddy I fell down and skinned my knee.” His father just keeps reading the paper. “Daddy I fell down and skinned my knee.” Finally the father says, “What do you want me to do about it. I can’t make the pain go away. I can’t change what happened. What do you want from me.” The little boy says, “You could have said, “oh.” Sometimes the greatest way we can serve one another is to listen, to care, to be there.

Because you are part of God’s plan, God has given you talents with which to serve him and serve his people. What is yours? And do you use it to serve others. And I’m not just talking about others in the church. Remember, God’s plan includes the whole world. Are you using your talent to serve others and if you are then you are serving God. Using our talent as service sanctifies it. It shows that we realize where it came from and we can use it thank and praise our God. Use the talent God has given you to serve in you home, church, and the world. And God will bless you for it.

And the only way we can do that is if we have the right attitude. Notice that in the parable the amount returned was not really the issue. The thing that made the master angry was that the servant with one didn’t use it at all. It seems like it would have been OK if he had just put it in the bank. But he buried it and didn’t use it. Why didn’t he use it? It turns out that it was that he didn’t know his master. (v24-30)

He didn’t understand his master. He was so afraid of him that he buried his talent. He was so afraid that he would lose it that he didn’t use it. It was that notion that his master was a cruel task master that got him into trouble. The other two servants saw their talents as opportunities to serve their master and set out to please him. And when they did this is what the master says. (verse 21) That is what our master wants all along, for us to enter into his happiness.

Our Lord is not a cruel task master. He gives us his gifts to accomplish his goal for us and the world. And when we use those gifts we are the ones who benefit the most. We enter into a good place, the Lord’s happiness. AMEN

