The Relevance of Mary Today 


In our recent hymn For All the Faithful Women, Mary is sung of as we recall all the faithful women of our Judeo-Christian tradition, from Miriam at the time of the Israelites’ libration from the Egyptians to all the women at the time of Mary, the mother of Christ.  

In our own culture, as the Hispanic population increases, many who are from the Roman Catholic tradition of Mexico bring with them a strong devotional life centered on Mary (Our Lady of Guadalupe).  Some of our urban congregations with Hispanic communities have already encountered the need to serve those and do ministry with those who come from a spiritual tradition centered on Mary.  Therefore it is helpful for us to review the history of our Christian tradition, so that we can better understand how Mary entered into teachings concerning Jesus Christ.  By doing so, we will be better equipped to enter into conversation and dialogue with one another.


In the course of Christian history, long before the Reformation, diverging views concerning the humanity and divinity of Christ emerged between the Christians in the East, Alexandria, and Antioch, representing the West.  In 1054 these divergent views came to a head as Eastern and Western Christianity divided into the Orthodox Church in the East, and the Roman Catholic Church in the West.  At the time of the 16th Century and the Reformation, Luther and other Catholic reformers, with their renewed focus on God’s Word, emphasize Jesus Christ as the sole mediator of our salvation, and are aligned more closely in their understanding of Christ (and Mary) with the Orthodox Church.

In the meantime, Roman Catholic tradition gave Mary a more elevated status, reflected in such doctrines as The Immaculate Conception (1854), declaring Mary to be born without sin, and The Assumption (1950) declaring that Mary is in heaven.  Yet more recently, in the document Marialis Cultus, 1974, Pope Paul VI called for proper devotion to Mary, so that it does not overshadow “the one triune God.”* 

Following are a series of articles to help us become familiar with the history and issues surrounding the divinity and humanity of Jesus Christ, and how different views concerning Mary have emerged among Christians.
* Richard P. McBrien, et. al, The Harper Collins Encyclopedia of Catholicism, (San Francisco: Harper, 1995), pp. 832-838.





